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More women should be
part of workforce: Murmu

|GS Paper I: Society |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

When India is moving to-
wards becoming the third
largest economy in the
world, the participation of
women in the country’s
workforce should increase
rapidly, President Droupa-
di Murmu said on Satur-
day, on the occasion of In-
ternational Women’s Day.

She was speaking at the
inauguration of a national
conference on the theme
‘Nari Shakti Se Viksit Bha-
rat (Developed India
through the development
of women)’ organised by
the Union Ministry of Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment.

Stating that there was
no doubt that women had
made unprecedented pro-
gress over the last 50 years,
the President offered the
example of her own life.
Born in a simple family liv-
ing in a backward area of
Odisha, her journey to
Rashtrapati Bhavan is the
story of equal opportuni-
ties and social justice for

President Droupadi Murmu with Union Minister Annpurna Devi at a
conference on International Women’s Day in New Delhi. PTl

women in Indian society,
the President said.

Childcare tasks

Ms. Murmu pointed out
that not only in India but
also in other countries,
one of the reasons for the
low participation of wo-
men in the workforce is the
belief that women will take
leave to look after their
children or will pay less at-
tention to their work.

“But this thinking is not
correct. We have to ask
ourselves whether society
has no responsibility to-

wards children. We all
know that the first teacher
is the mother. If a mother
takes leave to look after
children... it is also for the
betterment of society. A
mother can make her child
an ideal citizen through
her efforts,” she said.

A better environment
for girls to move forward is
necessary to realise the
dream of a developed In-
dia. In such an environ-
ment, they can make inde-
pendent decisions about
their lives without pressure
or fear, she said.

More women should be part of workforce: Murmu
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When India is moving towards becoming the third largest economy in
the world, the participation of women in the workforce should
increase rapidly, said President Droupadi Murmu on International
Women’s Day.

ST R gforam A Nl Fad a3 srdeaaTr o A IR IF @R, A
wfgenat A Frdaer 7 smefierd A @ ol @, dar wegufer ghady 7o) &
FAWTSERT Afga Raw W w31

e She was speaking at the inauguration of a national conference on the theme ‘Nari
Shakti Se Viksit Bharat’ (Developed India through the development of women),
organised by the Union Ministry of Women and Child Development.

ag ‘A afFT @ AT dRE v T T @A & 3guesT W &l @I 4, 59
F AR 3 arer ARy HATET SaRT IS foha 1T 27|

e Women have made unprecedented progress over the last 50 years, and the
President gave her own life as an example.

oo 50 aut F AfFensit A sr3gaqd warfar 1 §, 3R Tsgufad & 3r9a Shaet @1 3@ e
fea|

e She said that being born in a simple family in a backward area of Odisha, her journey
to Rashtrapati Bhavan reflects equal opportunities and social justice for women in
India.

3egiol gl Toh ag A3 F v NS gah H FURYT aRaR & S 4, 3R 357 Iseafa
T I T BT IR H AT T 3R Ifors = &1 9ydie 2

Childcare tasks

dTel SEATS 1 fFAeTRAT

e Low participation of women in the workforce is due to the belief that women take
leave for childcare or pay less attention to work.

AR A FRITT H FH AR ST HROT I8 YROT § o AT a=af iy @ & v
ITHTA At & IT FTH TN FH 17 T g

e "This thinking is incorrect," said the President, questioning whether society has no
responsibility towards children.

"IE AT eI §," gl ¥ gl 3R g7 o a7 AT 1 aea & vfa Fi§ e
gl
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o "A mother is the first teacher, and if she takes leave for childcare, it benefits society
as well."

"AT ggel et g €, 31 3PR ag a=al Y @ F v @ adt &, N I@ gHT &
fow i AmereIF grar g1

e She emphasized the need for a better environment for girls so they can make
independent decisions without pressure or fear.

3egie 39 91d W 3R fear & asfral & v dgav Al =0 &, Sea a Rargaa ar st
¥ Faq7 AoiT o IF|

The taste of a frigid lake

Known for its crunchy texture, the exquisite lotus stems harvested from the
Anchar Lake in Srinagar have a pride of place on menus around the world

'S Paper |: Geography
T

otus stem, nadru in the local language, exporting it dry the stems and send them in
is an exquisite aquatic vegetable found boxes.

in the Kashmir Valley. The Anchar Lake, An exquisite dish, nadru yakhni, made in
which is connected to the Dal Lake yogurt sauce is one of the finest examples of
B | throughachannel and located on the outskirtsof  vegetarian dishes served in the Valley. The stem is
T Srinagar, is one of the primary sources of this known for its crunchy texture. Fritters made from
i vegetable, which has found a pride of place on it, locally known as nadru monje, are sold by
Imran Nissar  onys around the globe. street vendors across the Valley, especially
mran.nissar@thehindu.co.in This lake has a varied biodiversity, and the outside shrines, markets, and public transport
traditional practice of harvesting lotus stem is an yards. Local people send the fare to their family
important annual activity that attracts onlookers and friends living in other parts of the country
as well. The harvesting season starts with the and across the world.
onset of winter and continues till February, when Nadru farming provides a livelihood to many
the water levels drop. Farmers have to dive in families who live around the lakes and have
near freezing waters with their equipment to cut inherited the practice going back centuries from
the stem at the root while making sure they are their forefathers.
not damaged, so as not to impact its market Growing pollution in the lake has not only
value. impacted the growth of the stems but also made
After harvesting, the lotus stem is traditionally it difficult for the farmers to harvest them in the
sold in bundles tied with a wicker rope. Those contaminated waters. Bundled up: A boy sells lotus stems and other vegetables on the banks of the Dal Lake on a cold winter morning.
cu - Cmm . - -

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page4

Website : patrioticias.in g


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

Q
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The taste of a
frigid lake

T g ghter
&diq

Lotus stem (nadru)
IS an exquisite
aquatic vegetable
found in the
Kashmir Valley.

HA FT T () TH
Fefaeir sTeiir Westt
g, St AR ardy

e Anchar Lake, connected to Dal Lake, is one of the primary sources of this vegetable,
which is now popular worldwide.

FraT 3, S 5o $ier @ SJ31 8, 59 Heoll T Ueh HET W ¢, 3R 319 I i gfaar &
AR AT B T B

e The lake has a varied biodiversity, and harvesting lotus stem is an important
annual activity that attracts onlookers.

5 sier # Rafaw oo RfRyar &, 3R FAa § T A Feé v Ageayy! aiis AR g,
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S gt Y 3T T B

Harvesting season starts in winter and continues till February, when water levels
drop.

HeTé T ARG TREAT & & gl § 3R el o FeldT 8, STd el T ue S ¢ |

Farmers dive in near-freezing waters to cut the stem at the root carefully to preserve
market value.

foFaTeT SaTSTT AT &t ATt TTeH F AT AR 575 F A Y HIAUEAGAS Fred 8, i
SHh! TSR H F[oraar aelt T |

After harvesting, lotus stems are traditionally tied with a wicker rope and sold in
bundles.

IS & J1G, HA & dell I IRIRE § & 910 T TEHT F TUHT TS0 H 397 AT § |

For export, the stems are dried and packed in boxes.

e & fore, =t @1 gare RBeal 7 3 frar s g

Famous dishes made from nadru

o7 ¥ it wfAgy saere

Nadru yakhni, a dish cooked in yogurt sauce, is one of the finest vegetarian
delicacies in the Valley.

G TG, ST gt Y A F RIS STl &, BT & HaH dgaleT ATFBRT STl H & Teh g |

Nadru monje (fritters) are a popular street snack, sold outside shrines, markets,
and transport yards.

g Al (TH13) TF AHT Te T §, S AR, a19RY 3R aRaget gl & are s2r Srar
gl

People send nadru dishes to their family and friends across India and the world.

olI9T &g S4eTeT T 379+ IRER 3 aReal 1 s 3R gferam s & fera &l

Livelihood and challenges

AR 3R gatfaar
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e Nadru farming is a centuries-old practice, providing livelihood to families living
around the lakes.

oTg, 1 Welt T wferat gl wwRr §, S el & e e arel IRERT @ AeTR vaT
FIA B

e Increasing pollution in Anchar Lake has negatively impacted the growth of lotus
stems.

3T SIS & 9g YGNOT o1 FHel & dal T gaf&r u¥ wfager warra stom &

o Contaminated waters make it difficult for farmers to harvest nadru safely.

Teia uTelt fohafrit & forT RIATT T & g T FTT8 FIAT HTSeT a1 T ¢

(GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International Relations)

1. V. Ramaswami, former apex court judge, no more
Y. THATFaTHY, g wafoa sararers S, S8 )
2. Rebel without arms
AR & fa=r fRgd
3. In the terror web
HTAH & STl A
4. Anti-government agency

R Qe Taidr
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V. Ramaswami,
former apex
court judge,

no more

GS Paper ll:
Judiciary
CHENNAI

Former Supreme Court
judge V. Ramaswami died
at his residence in Chennai
following a cardiac arrest
on Saturday morning. He
was 96. He is survived by
his two sons and three
daughters.

Ramaswami was born
on February 15, 1929. He
studied at the Hindu High
School in Srivilliputtur, Vi-
rudhunagar district. He
then obtained a degree in
law from the Madras Law
College.

He enrolled as an advo-
cate on July 13, 1953. He
was appointed as an Addi-
tional Government Pleader
in 1962 and as a State Pu-
blic Prosecutor in 1969, be-
fore being elevated as a
judge of the Madras High
Court in 1971.

Impeachment motion
In 1987, he was appointed
as the Chief Justice of Pun-
jab and Haryana High
Court, and was elevated to
the Supreme Court in 1989.

An impeachment mo-
tion was moved against
him for extravagant spend-
ing, but the motion failed
in 1993. He retired from
service in 1994.
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V. Ramaswami, former apex court judge, no more

Y. gAY, qa wafoa Famarerd s, 8 @

Former Supreme Court judge V. Ramaswami passed
away at his residence in Chennai following a cardiac
arrest on Saturday morning.

qd Wafed STy sarareter Y. I F1 afaar gae
UoaTs FOUT TG IT TSHITA Shat W TAE &Y 1T

e He was 96 years old.

JE 96 a¥ & |

e Heis survived by his two sons and three daughters.

3o 1T &Y a2 3 e afear 81

Early Life and Education

ORAF Sfaer 3itv fram

e V. Ramaswami was born on February 15, 1929.

dY. THATEGTHY T FAeH 15m31929a;‘r§31ru1|

e He studied at Hindu High School in Srivilliputtur, Virudhunagar
district.

3egiel shfafeayy, faveyaar e & g a1 whet  wers &1

e He obtained a law degree from Madras Law College.
3egiol AT AT il O Frefet 1 34l vrea 1|

Legal Career

FIeTel HRAT

e He enrolled as an advocate on July 13, 1953.

376io1 13 S[AT$ 1953 T gehter & T H AT fhaT|

e He was appointed as an Additional Government Pleader in 1962 and
later became a State Public Prosecutor in 1969.
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37 1962 # Afafea weawrY afrer 3R 1969 # Uo7 F AF FfAer® & &7 H g
T I |

e He was elevated as a judge of the Madras High Court in 1971.

3og 1971 H AGIH 30 AT F AT & ¥ A qe)esrd fnaT 13m|

Impeachment Motion and Supreme Court Tenure

AR g 31X "afea e s™iee

e In 1987, he was appointed as the Chief Justice of Punjab and Haryana High Court.
1987 #, 3¢ g 3R FRATON 3= FArATery F1 HET ~ararefier Fgerd fohar ara|

e In 1989, he was elevated to the Supreme Court.

1989 H, 3¢ Waled ~ARTed A YgleaTd fhaT a13T|

e Animpeachment motion was moved against him for extravagant spending, but it
failed in 1993.

3% [T TS AT I T AR TFdTd 1T 34T, Jlfched Ig 1993 H fawer ar
I

e Heretired from service in 1994.

3ogiet 1994 F Far & Qarfagf ofr|
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Rebel without arms

Abdullah dcalan
The PKK founder’s call to his supporters to lay down weapons and dissolve the organisation opens the possibility of bringing the 40-year conflict between
Turkiye’s Kurdish minority militants and the state to an end

Stanly Johny

ahir Cayan, a Stalinist and
an admirer of the Cuban
revolution, was the head
of the People’s Liberation

Party-Front of Turkiye in the early
1970s. In March 1972, Cayan and 10 of
his comrades abducted three NATO
technicians from a radar station in
‘Turkiye’s Unye. Their demand was to
prevent the execution of Deniz
Gezmis, a fellow guerilla who was
called the ‘Che Guevara of Turkey'.
The group was hiding in a safe house
in Kizildere. On March 30, 1972, they
were attacked by Turkiye’s security
personnel and everyone except one
was killed. Among those who hit the
street to protest the killing of the
Marxist leader was Abdullah Ocalan, a
24-year-old graduate from Ankara
University. He was arrested and
charged with distributing a left-wing
political magazine and jailed for seven
months.

For Mr. Ocalan (pronounced
Ojjalan), incarceration only inflamed
his radicalism. Out of jail, he became
active in leftwing groups and then
founded the Workers

Leninism and launched an armed
militancy. More than 40,000 people
have been killed in 40 years of the
Turkish civil war between the state
and Kurdish militants. Several
attempts to bring peace in the past
remained unsuccessful. On February
27, 2025, Mr. Ocalan, who has been
imprisoned since 1999, made a public
announcement, asking the PKK to lay
down arms and dissolve itself. The
PKK had “reached the end of its
lifespan, making its dissolution
necessary”, Mr. Ocalan wrote ina
letter from the prison. His call, which
has been welcomed by the Turkish
government, has rekindled hope that
the decades-long civil war could be
brought to an end.

Marxist beginning

While growing up, Abdullah Ocalan’s
hero was Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, the
founder of modern Turkiye. He
wanted to get enrolled into a military
high school, but was rejected. While in

college, he joined the Revolutionary
Youth Federation of Turkiye. Later two
convictions led him to found the PKK.
One, he was convinced that “Kurdistan
is a colony”. Two, he concluded that
the Kurdistan issue was not a priority
for the mainstream left-wing parties.
Mr. Ocalan and his comrade Kemal Pir
started mobilising Kurdish radical
youth on the assertion that “the
liberation of the Turkish people
depends upon the liberation of the
Kurdish people”.

In 1978, at a conference in the
village of Fis in Diyarbakar, Mr. Ocalan
announced the formation of the
Partiya Karkerén Kurdistan (Kurdistan
Workers' Party, or PKK). The PKK
called for the “liberation™ of the
Kurdish regions of Turkiye. Kurds, who
make up 15-20% of Turkiye’s
population, are a persecuted ethnic
minority, they argued. The PKK built
inroads among the Kurds living across
the Syria-Turkiye border. In 1979, Mr.
Ocalan moved to Syria’s Kobane from
where he would continue to lead the
PKK.

In 1980, the Turkish military seized
power through a coup. The
subsequent years saw mass arrests and
torture of those who dissented. The
crackdown on Kurdish political groups
intensified. On August 15, 1984, amid
growing state violence, the PKK
launched its first armed offensive
against two military posts. “It was my
idea alone,” Mr. Ocalan later said of his
decision to launch the guerrilla war.
The state responded with massive
force. Kurds saw Apo (uncle) Ocalan as
a charismatic leader who fought for
their cause. But for Turkiye, he has
been a “terrorist”. In mainstream
Turkish media, he was labelled a
“baby killer”. “We are not in favour of
violence to solve the problems,” Mr.
Ocalan said in an interview in 1988.

“But it was required to prevent our
national identity from being destroyed
entirely.”

The second phase of Mr. Ocalan’s
militant activism began after he was
expelled from Syria in 1998. Mr. Ocalan
moved to Europe, but European
countries, under pressure from
Turkiye and its allies, refused to give
him asylum. In February 1999, he was
abducted by the Turkish National

Rebel without arms

FRERT & e fagid

Intelligence Organization (MIT), with

ILLUSTRATION: R. RAJESH

equality. He was inspired by

help from the CIA and Mossad, in the writings of American political
Nairobi, Kenya, and was jailed on theorist Murray Bookchin (1921-2006),
Imrah island in Turkiye. After a show a strong advocate of social

trial , Mr. Ocalan was s to lisation. “Nati have

uml.llerd! ceasefire, demanding a

and peaceful solution. But it
du] not lead to any breakthrough. After
he was abducted and jailed, the
insurgency intensified. Between 2013
and 2015, there were multiple rounds
of talks between the PKK and the
‘Turkish state, now ruled by Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s Justice and
Development Party (AKP). But the
peace process collapsed in April 20)
triggering a new wave of violence. This
period also saw the Kurds in Syria
acquiring greater autonomy during the
country’s civil war.

Ice breaking
Alarmed by the political
empowerment of Syrian Kurds,
Turkiye carried out multiple military
incursions into Syria’s border regions.
But at home, the PKK continued its
armed attacks. The ice broke in
October when an ally of President
Erdogan made a surprise call to Mr.
Ocalan to end the insurgency in return
for peace and his freedom. After this,
the restrictions on Mr. Ocalan were
eased and his relatives and political
allies were allowed to visit him. A
successful solution to the Kurdish
question could strengthen the political
hands of Mr. Erdogan, whose second
term as President under the new
Constitution would come to an end in
2028. If Mr. Erdogan wants to extend
his power, he needs to amend the
Constitution. And to amend the
Constitution, he would need new
political allies. Peace with Kurds will
also better Turkiye’s domestic security
and improve its regional standing.

For Mr. Ocalan, now 76, the
mpprochemenl provides an

death. In 2002, when Turkiye
abolished the death penalty, Mr.
Ocalan’s death sentence was
commuted to “aggravated life
imprisonment” (incarceration until
death without parole).

For years, he was the lone prisoner
in Imral. But it was during this period
of solitary confinement that Mr. Ocalan
lransmcncd from Marxist Leninism

‘community-based democracy that
promotes ecological living and radical

become serious obstacles for any
social develﬂpmem Democratic
Jism is the ¢

to shut down the civil war,
gun freedom and open a new chapter
of Kurdish-Turkish relations. “There is

parad:gm of lhc oppressed people,”
said, explaining his theory.

“Dcmtx'mtu' confederalism is a
non-state social paradigm.” In essence,
Mr. Ocalan gave up his demand for an
independent Kurdistan and asked for
greater autonomy for the Kurdish
regions which can sustain themselves
through local councils while being part
of different national states.

In 1993, Mr. Ocalan had declared a

no alternative to democracy in the
pursuit and realisation of a political
system,” Mr. Ocalan wrote in his letter
from jail. From a former separatist
guerrilla to a ‘democratic

confederalist’, who spent 26 years in
prison, Mr. Ocalan has come a long
way. Those who take the sword must
know when to put it back into the
sheath. The theos
of the Kurdish militancy believes this is
the time.

PATRIOTICIAS

THE GIST

v

In 1978, at a conference in the
village of Fis in Diyarbakir,
Abdullah Ocalan announced
the formation of the PKK,
which called for the ‘liberation’
of the Kurdish regions of
Turkiye

v
On August 15, 1984, amid
growing state violence, the

PKK launched its first armed
offensive against two military
posts, beginning the civil war

-
In February 1999, he was
abducted by the Turkish
National Intelligence
Organization, with help from
the CIA and Mossad, in Nairobi,
Kenya, and was jailed on Imral
island in Turkiye

The PKK founder, Abdullah Ocalan, has called on his supporters to
lay down weapons and dissolve the organization, opening the

possibility of ending the 40-year conflict between Tlrkiye’s Kurdish
minority militants and the state.

diad & HEUTIS, Iregea e, A 39 FHYS F FFRAAR st 3R
HITSeT Y 3T FIA T ITeare o, fTaH 40 Arer A FEd Y FATCT FI
$Y FHTEAT it g, S IHFT F T Irevaeas Rl i waR & dr e

3T &1 4Tl
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Early Marxist Influence

YRTRS ATFIAET T

Mahir Cayan, a Stalinist and admirer of the Cuban revolution, led the People’s
Liberation Party-Front of Turkiye in the early 1970s.

AR FTaTeT, Teh FeIAraray 31 FaT Hifa & Toiw®F, 1970 & ger Y YeTd 7 figew
foratere ardt-she 3w giEar & Aar 3

In March 1972, Cayan and his comrades abducted three NATO technicians to prevent
the execution of Deniz Gezmisg, a fellow guerrilla.

AR 1972 #H, AT 3R 37 T1fAAT o fier ATRY aoa =T &1 3ragwer forar, arfe 3fasr
NATHL BT BIET ST I T T Th |

On March 30, 1972, Turkish security forces attacked their hideout in Kizildere, killing
all except one.

30 AT 1972 F, Johi GR&T ol o frfareay & 3o fowma uv gaven fva, forae waft Am
T, TF I BISHT

Abdullah Ocalan, then 24 years old, protested against the killings and was jailed for
seven months for distributing a left-wing political magazine.

3regeell JoTalTet, Sl 38 THY 24 T8 & &, 5 1 & el FeeieT & A gU 3R v
aradt g RaRa @ & 3R & a1 7 S 7 7

Formation of PKK and Armed Struggle
i T 5T 3T TUET qUY

After release, Ocalan became active in leftist groups and later founded the PKK to
promote Kurdish identity politics with Marxism-Leninism.

ReETs & a1e, 3isTerrer aradt wepel & wfhar gl a7v 3iR a1e A AEdarE-Afawa & @ F&
UgHTe hY TSIl T 37T 6T o foIT Fieheh Y TATIAT Y|

The Kurdish-Turkish civil war led to the death of over 40,000 people in 40 years.
Fe-Jeh T TFYSH A 40 Tt 7 40,000 F 3fAF @er AR 10|

Past peace attempts failed, but on February 27, 2025, Ocalan, imprisoned since
1999, called for PKK’s dissolution, which was welcomed by the Turkish government.

RAEe Aifa TITH 3 AE W@, AfoheT 27 BIELT 2025 FY, 1999 W FHe INSTaTeT = Favas FY 31
FaA T ITEaTe T, ol gl SRR o TR T
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PKK’s Beginnings and Ocalan’s Leadership

disah Y 3T AR AT FT Afed

e As ayoung man, Ocalan admired Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk, the founder of modern
Turkiye, and wanted to join the military, but was rejected.

JaT 3T, HrYfasd I & TEUTIH FTEAPT FAT HATdH » TFS & AR Jar &
A BYT TTE e &, oifeheT 37 3rFaligra & fam aram|

e In 1978, at a conference in Fis, Diyarbakir, Ocalan officially founded the PKK,
advocating for Kurdish “liberation” from Tiirkiye.

1978 &, e, RIRETFT & T GFAereT H, 3sTere & 3aR® 7 & i T T
#1, Gud g @ et fr gl dramarag)

e The PKK gained support among Kurds in Turkiye and Syria.
diF Y JEFA 3R Air & 7€t & g gords e

PKK’s Armed Conflict and Crackdown
& FT gaeT guy 3 gAa

e August 15, 1984, PKK launched its first armed attack on two military posts.
15 39TET 1984 Y, Yicheh of Ugel aR &Y A= Tifhat W gava ham|

e Turkish authorities responded with heavy force, and Ocalan became a symbolic
leader (Apo/Uncle) for Kurds, while Turkiye labeled him a "terrorist" and "baby
killer".

ThIT TIFR A F3 FEATS A, 3N 3T Faf F frw v yelles @rd/arm) o= 7w, sefs
i o 3o¢ " ATdwarar A Tl FT §ART Tl

Ocalan’s Capture and Imprisonment

ararer Y FFFar 3k &

e In 1998, Ocalan was expelled from Syria and moved to Europe, but was denied
asylum due to pressure from Turkiye and its allies.

1998 #, 3itarelter 1 W F forprer ferm aram 31 g I =ret 71w, AfdeT gi sk sa&
HEANT & ga1a & HROT 2RO AL AN
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o On February 1999, Turkish intelligence (MIT), with help from CIA and Mossad,
captured Ocalan in Nairobi, Kenya.

Iadt 1999 H, gt GRFAT Toidt (MIT) @ CIA 3R Aiae #1 #ge @ A0, Fear &
3isrerreT Y ARFaR |

e He was tried and sentenced to death, but in 2002, when Turkiye abolished the death
penalty, his sentence was commuted to life imprisonment.

3¢ AGES P HAT FATS TS, AfdheT 2002 H, 319 IFFY 7 FeIES FATSA HX o, SoThr
oI T ATSitaeT HRIETE F qger fm |

For years, he was the lone prisoner in imrali

®S IuT d, 98 AU H hol FdT &

« During his solitary confinement, Abdullah Ocalan transitioned from Marxist-Leninism
to ‘democratic confederalism’, which he described as a borderless, community-
based democracy.

IFe! FRIATH F SR, Iregea HSTale o AFHAG-AfAaTdlg & ‘Ahdifad Faarg’ Hi 3
aRacie faam, o 3egiat faam Hemnait areh, angerfs smufa diwd & &9 & afota
fora|

e He was influenced by American political theorist Murray Bookchin (1921-2006), who
advocated social decentralization.

I8 AN Trifas faemes #Y gafdeT (1921-2006) & gerfad &, S @it
R & adw )

o Ocalan abandoned the demand for an independent Kurdistan and instead sought
greater autonomy for Kurdish regions within existing nation-states.

INSTATT & FGAT FlewdreT Y AT 813 QY 3R 387 T Aleper wee-usat F fiaw F¢ =
& fov 3rf&re Taraear &1 AT

Failed Ceasefire and Renewed Conflict

fawer e favre 3R Al gead

e In 1993, Ocalan declared a unilateral ceasefire, seeking a political and peaceful
solution, but it failed.

1993 &, 3NSToTel o TehewT Werd faRmey ef¥yy fanar 3 Trareiifares & eniforqot wamemer
AT 1, Afehet Ig I TG
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o After his abduction and imprisonment in 1999, the Kurdish insurgency intensified.

1999 # 3oTeht Fiwreardl 31X &g & arg, ¢ Rw stk Asr g o)

e Between 2013 and 2015, there were peace talks between the PKK and the Turkish
state, but the process collapsed in April 2015, leading to a new wave of violence.

2013 3R 2015 & &, i 3 FohT FHR & orer erifer arat g%, @ifeher ardter 2015 # 77
e 1 715, forae ven o7¢ T 1 we< Ye 51

e Meanwhile, Syrian Kurds gained autonomy during Syria’s civil war, which further
complicated the situation.

3 o, Wi & Fat o Egey ¥ Shoe Fargwan aifde i, Taw et ik afeer g g

Ice Breaking and a Possible Peace Deal

% Rrerere 3R ganfaa enfa gesitar

o Alarmed by the political empowerment of Syrian Kurds, Turkiye conducted multiple
military incursions into Syria’s border regions.

R 5 et &5 o e & R, g o whe a o % de gade A

e InOctober 2024, an ally of President Erdogan unexpectedly called on Ocalan to end
the insurgency in exchange for peace and his possible freedom.

JraFar 2024 H, Tsgafa TEfenet & e wgAeh o sisrene @ fage wAca w3 i
3T 3rdrer &, enifa itk wanfaa Rerd & seot

o After this, restrictions on Ocalan were eased, and he was allowed visits from relatives
and political allies.

58 91, Hierdte X 9l gt F6 g¢ a% g1 Y 718, 3R 3¢ Reder’ 7 verfas
AN F Aot i Ay fr g

o If Erdogan wants to extend his power beyond 2028, he needs to amend the
Constitution, which requires new political allies.

i TafarmeT 2028 & d1€ Y=Y |AT ST T&AT AT8d &, ) 3og WIAETeT F FAVET HIAT
2, 5 as faIT AT Uarifas agaferat i s gl

e A peace deal with the Kurds could improve Tirkiye’s domestic security and boost
its regional influence.

Fal & Ay iy Fasldr, Y A RS T F UR FT Toh § 3R &1 w811 wer
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Ocalan’s Transformation and Legacy

3STeTe &7 IREd+ 3R faad

o Now 76 years old, Ocalan sees the negotiations as a chance to end the civil war,
secure his freedom, and redefine Kurdish-Turkish relations.

319 76 Nt ASTelTeT, 31 ATCI3T T EYEH HATCT F, 39+ Rer$ glafvaa v 3k
gﬁ-gﬁhﬁﬁaﬁﬁw#ﬁmﬁamﬁ%m%mﬁa@ﬁ%l

o “There is no alternative to democracy in building a political system,” Ocalan wrote in
his letter from jail.

" TS JOTTel 96Tl & Ahda FT P1S fAFeq AgI §," oIl o ofel & 39T I &
foraT|

o From being a separatist guerrilla to a democratic confederalist, Ocalan has
undergone a remarkable transformation during 26 years in prison.

T HAMFATE! AREET  ANFaifAd Haarer doet as, 26 TuI Y &g F sTareT 3
ey qRade |

e "Those who take the sword must know when to put it back into the sheath," Ocalan
believes this is the time.

"I TR 3513 ¥, 3¢ I ) IaT g1 IRT ¥ 30 H FUIT A I@ATE," 3T AT &
o 319 9 AT AT AT &
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In the terror web

Tahawwur Hussain Rana
The Mumbai attack accused has filed a fresh petition before U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice

Roberts seeking a stay on his extradition to India

[GS Paper I

Suhasini Haidar

ccording to U.S. in-
A vestigations, Ta-
hawwur  Hussain

Rana’s links to the 26/11 at-
tacks go back to August
2005, when he and his old
school-mate from the Ha-
san Abdal Cadet College in
Pakistan’s Punjab pro-
vince, David Coleman Hea-
dley (born Daood Syed Gi-
lani) first discussed the
plot. Headley had been
chosen and trained by
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) chief
Hafiz Saeed to conduct re-
connaissance surveys in
Mumbai and in other In-
dian cities for targets that
would maximise the death
of civilians. Rana, a busi-
nessman with a Canadian
passport who ran a travel
and immigration consul-
tancy and butchery in Chi-
cago, was well-placed to
provide Headley with sup-
port, a place to stay, and
the ability to provide false
travel documents for tick-
ets and visas.

As children at the Hasan
Abdal Cadet College, Rana
and Headley had become
close friends, said U.S. pro-
secutors, and although
they separated in their
teens when Headley’s
American mother took
him out of school and re-
turned to the U.S., they
stayed in touch. Rana
joined the Pakistani Army,
serving for several years
before he reportedly deve-
loped a medical condition,

and left under a cloud for
Canada in 1997. In Chicago
a few years later, Rana reu-
nited with his former ca-
det-schoolmate, and the
two met regularly.

“Headley proposed us-
ing Rana’s immigration bu-
siness as a front for Lash-
kar’s surveillance
activities, with Headley
posing as an “immigration
consultant” for Rana in
Mumbai. To sweeten the
deal for Rana, Headley of-
fered to help resolve Ra-
na’s status as a deserter
from the Pakistani Army,”
said the facts recorded by
the U.S. District Court of
Appeals in California,
while ordering his extradi-
tion to India.

Pawn or handler?

While Rana has consistent-
ly denied being anything
but a pawn in Headley’s
plans, some investigators
have questioned whether
Rana was in fact Headley’s
“handler”, and had been
sent to Canada early to
serve the ISI’s objectives by
building a ‘cover’.

ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH R. KUMAR

Indian prosecutors who
secured his conviction in
absentia in 2011 argued
that Rana’s involvement
was intense — from helping
Headley secure a five-year
multiple entry visa to India
to organising his tickets
and stay in Mumbai and
other cities, to liaising with
a Pakistani known as “Ma-
jor Igbal” for instructions.

In November 2008, just
days before the attacks, Ra-
na himself travelled to
Mumbai with his wife, alth-
ough he claimed he was
there for business only.

A month later, fresh
from their “success” in
plotting and planning the
26/11 Mumbai attacks,
which was carried out by

10 Pakistani terrorists of

the LeT who killed 166, Ra-
na reportedly listened as
Headley described their
next target. Headley had
been assigned by the LeT
to conduct a surveillance
operation on the Jylland-
Posten newspaper in Den-
mark. The plan was to
build the blueprint for ter-
rorists on a suicide mission

to attack the newspaper
that had published car-
toons depicting Prophet
Muhammad. The plea bar-
gain filed after Headley
was arrested in Chicago in
October 2009 for “The
Mickey Mouse” conspiracy
(named after the cartoons)
in Denmark, which ex-
empted Headley from the
death penalty or from be-
ing extradited, was a set-
back for Indian officials.
But more than that, it was a
blow for Tahawwur Rana’s
hopes that he could escape
justice for his role in the at-
tacks, by pleading that he
was an innocent bystander
on Headley’s work.

Although the U.S. courts
acquitted Rana of charges
on the Mumbai 26/11 at-
tacks, they convicted him
for involvement in the Jyl-
lands-Posten case and his
links with the LeT, sentenc-
ing him to 14 years impri-
sonment before he was re-
leased early in 2020. As
Rana worked his way
through levels of appeal af-
ter U.S. courts approved
his extradition to India,
and now awaits the last
port of appeal, the U.S. Su-
preme Court Chief Justice
Roberts, he has had much
time to think about the
twists of fate that mean
that it is he, and not his
friend and co-conspirator
who then testified against
him, who will have to
answer for the Mumbai at-
tacks, and face justice for
both their actions.

In the terror web
HTdS & AT &

The Mumbai attack
accused, Tahawwur
Hussain Rana, has
filed a fresh petition
before U.S. Supreme
Court Chief Justice
Roberts, seeking a
stay on his
extradition to India.

HaS gHA F A,
TgeqY géler oM,
IARF FRAFEF
& FaraTeer Jadw
& HHET A5 FTiAT
g A, fora# s
YeIIoT 9T U ol9ma
6 AT FY TS

Rana’s Links to the
26/11 Attacks

IO & 26/11 gHAT @

e According to U.S. investigations, Rana’s links to the 26/11 attacks go back to August
2005, when he first discussed the plot with his old schoolmate, David Coleman
Headley (Daood Syed Gilani).
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AR ST & AR, 0T & 26/11 §Hell F T IAEA 2005 I 1A 8, ST Segled 37e
TH F [ e 3133 Fiedter g3t (a13e e Pramst) & ary gara S At 93 T=t A7

e Headley was trained by Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) chief Hafiz Saeed to conduct
reconnaissance surveys in Mumbai and other Indian cities.

¢Sell T TRFT-T-AFaT (LeT) W@ gTithor Hee qanr TG foham aram o1, A1fe: a5 {a$
3R 37 SRl et 7 et wefator X W |

e The targets were selected to maximize civilian casualties.

TEIT BT TIT ANTRS gelTed! hl &A1 HATAFaH F=t F e v aram o

Rana’s Role in the 26/11 Plot
26/11 wforer 3 oM Y s{fAFT

e Rana, a Canadian passport holder, was a businessman who ran a travel and
immigration consultancy and a butchery in Chicago.

0T, Y FATSTE THIE g &, RAprn & v Saer 317 A= Feed 3k aw i
gl TolTdl |
o His business helped provide Headley with shelter, financial support, and fake travel

documents for visas and tickets.

AT STIATT el HT SgI Y 1918, AT HTHaT 31X SAFell ATAT SEATdST ST Hled H
HETF o7

Childhood Bond and Reconnection

9T FY QT AR At

 Rana and Headley became close friends at Hasan Abdal Cadet College in
Pakistan’s Punjab province.

Trom 31T 23l TIfFEdTe & UST Uid & g8 HaC $Ha¢ Fidel A gfass AT a1

e Later, Headley moved to the U.S. with his American mother, while Rana joined the
Pakistani Army and served for several years.

gc #, g6l 3 AN AT & ATY AN Tk 7T, SaTh 0T qIfREdTeT a1 7 enfier
§U 3R &S oSt oo Aar |

e Rana left the army in 1997 due to a medical condition and moved to Canada under
suspicious circumstances.

O & 1997 & T RIfFcwT AT F FROT Ja1 313 & 317 wigeyr aRfeyfaat & wamr
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Tl AT

e In Chicago, years later, Rana reunited with Headley, and they began meeting
regularly.

Ry # o Tt are, Tom fT @ g5l @ e, 3k 3 i v & fres o)

Using Immigration Business as a Cover
SRR SATHT FY SEH TT H TR FIAT

e Headley proposed using Rana’s immigration business as a front for Lashkar’s
surveillance activities.

el o T F 3R sqaurT Y e A farredt arfafafet & v s wa 7
STAATA I FT IEATT T

e He posed as an “immigration consultant” in Mumbai to conduct surveillance for the
attacks.

3giel Has H " sTRAAT Faece F T H yFdd giT gl F fow AR )

e To convince Rana, Headley offered to help clear his status as a deserter from the
Pakistani Army.

TUT I EHT Fa & [T, 85l of Iog GIhEdT=T T T ST g1 & 3T ) e 7
HES FIA Y TART A

Legal Proceedings and Extradition Order

FTeet ST 3 gerdor meer

e The U.S. District Court of Appeals in California found Rana guilty and ordered his
extradition to India.

AN forem ardier srgrera, FRABIEAT = Tom Fi Sl s8I 3 IRT TITa F&A F: 1
3Ter fe=m|

¢ Rana has now petitioned the U.S. Supreme Court for a stay on his extradition.

roTT & 3 ARG Fofler FIE F 37 T dor RN A oo & forw anfret g Hr g

Pawn or handler?

AT A AT DSAATHRR?

e Tahawwur Hussain Rana has consistently denied being anything more than a pawn in
Headley’s plans, but investigators question whether he was actually Headley’s
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handler.
Wgﬁawﬁmmm%%a@mﬁaﬁﬁmﬁﬁwmmaﬁm
STTIehdT Ig TaTol 36T 3¢ & o &1 98 aread & g8el) &7 g3’ 7|

e Some theories suggest that Rana was sent to Canada early to serve ISI's objectives
by building a cover identity.

Fo fagHid 98 Fed ¢ T T Y wger & Farst sior R araw ar a1f a7 15| & segeat
it o ToIT SeaT ggITe aelT | |

Rana’s Deep Involvement in 26/11 Attacks

26/11 AT # oI FY gL Fiereadr

e Indian prosecutors who convicted him in absentia in 2011 argued that Rana’s
involvement was intense.

ARt rfdisrenl, foregier 2011 & reqafPera 3 Tom QY sgrm, & o feam o qrom
Y STafiEr el o

o He helped Headley secure a five-year multiple-entry visa to India and arrange his
travel and stay in Mumbai.

37giel 35l 1 AR & T 9ier Arer T AETA-UE R o & wgg 1 3N F{a$ F
T gLt Y sgaEAT FV|

e He also coordinated with a Pakistani known as “Major Igbal” for instructions.

3ol " AR ShaTA" ATHS T YIihEdie cafFa & fAder arog Fya & oft wgater fwam)

Rana’s Mumbai Visit Before 26/11 Attacks
26/11 gHel § Tg 0T Y H{a$ I

e In November 2008, just days before the attacks, Rana himself traveled to Mumbai
with his wife.

e 2008 #, gHe A $ T T&, O 31T Tewit & T H{rg 77|
o He claimed the visit was for business purposes, but authorities suspect otherwise.

3ogiel grar fohar foh I arar saaie Rt @ oY, e JTHRET & 50 W TeE &

Post-26/11 Attack and Jyllands-Posten Plot
26/11 gHA & a1 3R frega-nwes anforer
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« A month after the Mumbai attacks, Rana allegedly listened as Headley described their
next target.

HaS gH & TF ALt a1, M F FoAT fo 33t 37Tl oy 74 e |

e LeT had assigned Headley to conduct a surveillance operation on the Jyllands-
Posten newspaper in Denmark.

LeT o 35ell & AFAGY &Y oft [ 9 3as & orelzw-ureds AR 99 W) AR
AT TeT |

e The plan was to prepare for a terrorist suicide mission in response to the newspaper
publishing cartoons of Prophet Muhammad.

ArSTaAT &Y o6 ATerraTe! goar F3e & fow sefiie duar frar sre, #=4ife 30 g o &
YR HEFAG F FIA THIAT T |

Legal Setbacks for India and Rana’s Conviction

HRA & fT F1eget s7ed 3R o & o

e In October 2009, Headley was arrested in Chicago under "The Mickey Mouse"
conspiracy case related to the Denmark plot.

e 2009 H, 5l T fAFTN F FRoFar fram arm » ey Am3w anforer AwTa & ded,
i STATE Y |Ifrer & ST AT

o Headley’s plea bargain exempted him from the death penalty and extradition, which
was a setback for Indian officials.

el & celt arefer =1 38 Fycggs 3R weardor § = for, S sl arfarsRat & faw v
3T FIeHT Tl

e However, it also weakened Rana’s defense, as he could no longer claim to be an
innocent bystander.

Afehet SHeT 0T Y F=TT TOIATT B FAAR FT 2, i 319 a8 ge i ey gofw &
G H YU T HT Hehell AT|

Rana’s Conviction and Release

o 7 TR 3 et

e While the U.S. courts acquitted Rana of charges related to 26/11, they convicted him
for his involvement in the Jyllands-Posten case and links with LeT.

AREY rgTeral o WO HY 26/11 F IHRGT F T FT &, Aferet frdzw-aees amra sik
LeT & 2 @11 & farw gnft sgram|
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e He was sentenced to 14 years in prison but was released early in 2020.

37% 14 | Y T FoAT$ 18, olfhet 2020 F FAT & ggat Rer X forqm aram|

Final Appeal and Awaiting Justice

3ifarer 3rdfier 3R =y Y weltam

o After exhausting multiple appeals, Rana now awaits a final decision from U.S.
Supreme Court Chief Justice Roberts regarding his extradition to India.

&% 3diell & aTg, 0T 3ra AN Tl Fe F FyeT ~armehier Aadq F 3ifaw fokr w v
FASIR Y T@T &, S SR Teqdor & 737 1

o Unlike Headley, who turned approver, Rana now faces extradition and justice for
both their actions.

2ol s TSR 9918 S7h TolT ¥ 9919 7T, & [AudIa o &) 39 v fid g St
& 3t & fAT SATT FT WIHAT FT 92 GohelT B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Page2 1

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

©

w

atriotic (1

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Anti-government agency

|GS Paper II

| DOGE

The Elon Musk-dominated department targets the wings of government that administer
social protections for millions of Americans

G. Sampath

maller government
s and spending cuts

have been core Re-
publican objectives at least
since the advent of Reaga-
nomics in the 1980s. So
when Donald Trump an-
nounced in September
2024 that he would create
a “government efficiency
commission” to eliminate
wasteful expenditure, peo-
ple were not surprised. He
also made it known that
the idea came from Elon
Musk, who had contribut-
ed $290 million to his pre-
sidential campaign.

However, as the past
month has revealed, what
Mr. Musk had in mind was
not merely the usual staff/
spending cuts. His aim was
far more radical: to drasti-
cally shrink the govern-
ment bureaucracy and the-
reby create the space to
install a regime of ‘Al-first’
governance, with the Al
tools under the control of a
tiny Silicon Valley elite of
which he is a leading mem-
ber. The Al researcher
Eryk Salvaggio has de-
scribed DOGE as an ‘Al
Coup’.

Signing DOGE (Depart-
ment of Government Effi-
ciency) into existence was
one of Mr. Trump’s first
moves post-inauguration.
His Executive Order (EO)
dated January 20 stated
that its purpose was to “im
plement the President’s
DOGE Agenda, by moder-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

nising Federal technology
and software to maximise
governmental efficiency
and productivity”. It
makes no mention of re-
ducing staff or spending
cuts. Instead, it devotes an
entire section to elaborat-
ing what the “modernis-
ing” technology and soft-
ware would entail:
throwing open the federal
government’s databases to
“facilitate data collection
and synchronisation”.

Panic and chaos

DOGE was created as an
entity that took over the
U.S. Digital Service. The
U.S. Digital Service was
housed in the Office of
Management and Budget,
where it was subject to
open records laws. But Mr.
Trump created a U.S.
DOGE Service Temporary
Organisation and moved it
to the Executive Office of
the President, thereby po-
tentially exempting it from
the federal Freedom of In-
formation Act. So Mr.
Musk, who does not have a
clearly defined role in

PICTURE: AP

\
A

DOGE — Amy Gleason, a
former health tech execu-
tive, is officially the acting
administrator of DOGE — is
answerable to no one but
Mr. Trump.

In the short span of time
it has been in existence,
DOGE has unleashed panic
and chaos in the ranks of
the country’s 2.3 million-
strong federal bureaucra-
cy. Mr. Musk adopted the
same wrecking ball tactics
he used to eviscerate Twit-
ter, where he laid off 80%
of the staff soon after he
took over. At DOGE, he
sent out buyout offers, ac-
cepted by 77,000 federal
staffers so far. He has sent
termination notices to
more than 25,000 work-
ers. He has dismantled en-
tire agencies, such as U.S.
Agency for International
Development and the Con-
sumer Financial Protection
Bureau, which protects
Americans from loan
sharks. He has cancelled
leases and contracts worth
millions of dollars.

Given the lack of tran-
sparency, the only window
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into DOGE’s operations is
its website. Mr. Musk had
claimed that DOGE’s goal
was to shave off $2 trillion
from the $6.75 trillion U.S.
budget. The DOGE website
runs live updates on sav-
ings accrued. It claims to
have saved $105 billion as
of March 8. Not only is this
afar cry from the $2 trillion
goal, a New Yorker calcula-
tion estimates that even if
Mr. Musk fired all the 2.3
million federal employees,
the total savings would on-
ly be $245.8 billion.

The pursuit of mega-sav-
ings through staff cuts is a
quixotic venture because
the bulk of U.S. govern-
ment spending is on pro-
grammes and benefits, not
salaries.

All this lends credence
to the view that saving mo-
ney by cutting the bureauc-
racy is only the means. The
end is to embed AI at the
heart of decision-making
in the federal executive. As
Salvaggio puts it, “The
Trump administration
frames generative Al as a
remedy to ‘government
waste’. However, what it
seeks to automate is not
paperwork but democratic
decision-making.” In all
this, the hatred against the
‘deep state’ whipped up by
the MAGA propaganda ma-
chinery will only ensure
DOGE retains popular sup-
port even as it decimates
the very wings of govern-
ment that administer their
social protections.
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Anti-government agency

TR Qe T

Smaller government and spending cuts have been core Republican
objectives since the 1980s (Reaganomics era).

B TR AR @ 7 weldt 1980 F gerF EfATw o) & Rufecrser ot
¥ AET AT @ B

In September 2024, Donald Trump announced the creation of a "government
efficiency commission” to eliminate wasteful expenditure.

fAde 2024 #, AT T " WIFRY G&TAT HTART FoATed T GUT Y, fFEHT 36827
HATIRIF T FI FATCH HLAT AT

Elon Musk contributed $290 million to Trump's presidential campaign and inspired
the efficiency commission idea.

T ATH of T & Iwsgufa JAfRA= & $290 fAfoTa 1 Avrere e 3R 5@ smaer i
rqeron & 9N T

The Radical Vision Behind DOGE
DOGE & dI& &I #igeX a1

Musk’s goal was not just reducing staff or spending but drastically shrinking
government bureaucracy.

HEP Pl 18T hdol HAIATRAT AT T Y HH HAT g1 2T, Sioh TIRRT AlRTAEY FH
HcITF =T 27|

He aimed to implement Al-first governance, controlled by a small Silicon Valley elite.

37T 3682 Al-3TUTRE ATHeT W] 311 T, 58 va B Raforier 30 arfframe a9t qarr
[GRIEGACRINC I

Al researcher Eryk Salvaggio called DOGE an "Al Coup".
Al atrerdl TR Frearfardl 3 DOGE & " Al d&dTIde" $aTl

Creation of DOGE (Department of Government Efficiency)

DOGE (| &TaT fasimT) i Fara=r
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e OnJanuary 20, 2025, Trump signed an Executive Order (EO) creating DOGE to
"modernize federal technology and software".

20 ST 2025 FY, T of TH FIASRT A (EO) W gFaeR fhe, T DOGE Hr
T €%, ST Seged "He fefirehr 3t wiveda i amyfaes qerar o

e The order did not mention reducing staff or spending cuts, but focused on opening
government databases for "data collection and synchronization".

37T H FATIRAT F1 weldy a1 @H F FH FT FI$ 3ea@ 81 AT, Ifed TIHRT ST H
" 3T HE 3R TA=aT & v @ W Higa o

Panic and Chaos in Federal Bureaucracy

T AleFTemd & ggara 3R sRTewar

e DOGE replaced the U.S. Digital Service, previously housed in the Office of
Management and Budget, which was subject to open records laws.

DOGE = g.vw. f3foreer dar &1 watrer 3R qoie FRiTerT @ ®IaRd X faar, S gge
geht Repis Aifer & e ol

e Trump moved DOGE under the Executive Office of the President, potentially
exempting it from Freedom of Information laws.

¢ & DOGE & Trsgafa & SR&RY F1aTerd & 37efie 1@, f3as I8 g« it Faa=ar
FIAT W T WICT FT Hehell AT|

e Amy Gleason, a former health tech executive, was named the acting administrator
of DOGE.

Tt T, S U G4 TaEeT adeltdh FRERT oY, T DOGE T Frdarges T oged
feha aram|

e Musk, despite no official role in DOGE, has unchecked influence over its
operations.

AFF, [STHT DOGE & AAFIRS T § FE ug A1 ¢, T 3 37 390 W A s
gl

Mass Layoffs and Budget Cuts
g3 &A1 7 Seal) 3 goie Feldr

e Injust a few months, DOGE has caused widespread panic in the 2.3 million-strong
federal workforce.

%o & #El=l #, DOGE o 2.3 ffa=rer wefir wafeniat & e g fRrar e &
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e Musk offered buyouts, accepted by 77,000 federal employees, and sent termination
notices to 25,000 more.

A A AR Bz F AT sperarer st &, 517 77,000 Feh FA=RAt @ Fhar 6,
3R 25,000 Fr s@TEel Afea A=)

o Entire agencies were dismantled, including the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) and the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB).

T, AT R oY (USAID) 3R swsiterar felrer veror sq3Y (CFPB) St &qof
TSIfAT 1 FATCT T T 12T |

e Government contracts and leases worth millions of dollars were canceled.

AT ST F R Jegaer AR e 15g w Ru v

Financial Reality of DOGE’s Cuts
DOGE & goi¢ @eldt Y arrafasdr

e DOGE aimed to cut $2 trillion from the $6.75 trillion U.S. budget.
DOGE &7 o1& $6.75 fefarast 3raAReh aote & & $2 Rfaaer dir seldt swam an|

e By March 8, 2025, DOGE claimed to have saved only $105 billion, far from its $2
trillion goal.

8 AT 2025 d&, DOGE o &had $105 faferasr sam= &1 grar fFar, o $2 Rfoaa e @
g

e A New Yorker estimate found that even firing all 2.3 million federal employees
would save only $245.8 billion, proving staff cuts were not the real solution.

g AT F T HTATA H 717 37 o 39 weft 2.3 FAforaer wer wataniRa 1 off fareprer
T Sime, &t dhaer $245.8 Rafeer & @i, forew @rfad giar § & weiam weld sraeh
AT a1 |

The Real Purpose: Al Control over Governance

3T 3GART: ATHA T Al T farg=ror

o Experts believe that cutting bureaucracy is just a means; the true goal is embedding
Al into federal decision-making.

AT T AT ¢ o ANFTAE Y Wt AT Faol TF ATLIA §; 3ol 3652T LT
faota-fastor & Al #t TRa FE g
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o Eryk Salvaggio argues that the Trump administration presents Al as a tool to
eliminate "government waste", but the real aim is to automate democratic decision-
making.

TR ATearforal & e ¢ foh €T TATHA Al FT " TIHRT Fa1ET TATCH FIA" & ITRIT & T
# Ger YT ¥, AP 31N e Awdifie oiy-fAsAior # Tafad 3

The anti-deep state narrative pushed by MAGA propaganda ensures that DOGE retains
popular support, even as it dismantles government protections for ordinary citizens.

MAGA ¥R g@RT 7aid 319 ¥ At fIarun 7 giafRad i & fh DOGE Y Stete #1
FHY AT IR, 3701 8 TE WAL ARTRET & AT FIHIY Fat i ase #: 3|

(GS Paper I1l: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Rubber Board to kick off geo-mapping of plantations;
growers may get better price

TAT SIS FXIM TREMAT 7 orar-ART Icures! & AT aadr ¥
dga} AT

2. Emergency procurement route comes to the rescue as
Army tries to buy very short-range air defence system

Iegeq gt ATy &1 Yorrel Tdiea & yarw # @1 & favw
JTITTHTeN I AT AR

3. India’s cotton imports shoot up as farmers battle low
yields, prices

FITH & AT # dsft, A 3 3eareet 3ix Haal F s
w®

4. When birds lose the ability to fly, their bodies change
first

ST g&fl 35 T &THaT @ A §, at 3% RN & Iga g
Aarg
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5. 100-day TB elimination campaign far from achieving
main objective

100- ey et 3o ereT IAATT 39l HET TaT A I

6. Ganges and Indus River Dolphins

7. Daylight Hours
T F 3o F ue

8. Why has India promised to buy more U.S. oil?
R o 3T JANAY d Tligst &7 areT Fa7 FAT 8?2
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Rubber Board to kick off geo-mapping of
plantations; growers may get better price

GS Paper llI:
théENVironment

KOTTAYAM

The Rubber Board is set to
begin geo-mapping of rub-
ber plantations in Kerala
next week. The move is ex-
pected to enhance market
access and help growers
secure better prices for
their produce.

The geo-mapping initia-
tive is a key step in certify-
ing natural rubber under
the Indian Sustainable Nat-
ural Rubber (iSNR) frame-
work, aligning Indian rub-
ber production with the
European Union Defores-
tation Regulation (EUDR).
As part of this digital map-
ping process, essential de-
tails such as land owner-
ship, area, and plantation
boundaries will be record-
ed. Initially, the project will

The initiative is cntncal in establlshmg a deforestatlon-free supply
chain for rubber products, enhancing marketability. FILE PHOTO

focus on 10 key rubber-
growing districts in Kerala
before expanding to other
regions. The Rubber Board
has  partnered  with
Trayambu Tech Solutions
Pvt. Ltd, Hyderabad, for
this purpose.

According to board offi-
cials, the initiative is criti-
cal in establishing a defor-

estation-free supply chain
for rubber products, there-
by enhancing their global
marketability. The EUDR
mandates that all com-
modities entering the EU
market must be free from
deforestation after Decem-
ber 31, 2020, and comply
with local regulations.

To meet these require-

ments, supply chain map-
ping, traceability system
development, and geo-
mapping of plantations are
mandatory for the iSNR
certification. This certifica-
tion guarantees the origin
of rubber, ensuring com-
pliance with the EUDR reg-
ulations. In addition, a due
diligence certificate will be
issued based on risk assess-
ment and legality analysis,
certifying that the pro-
ducts fully comply with de-
forestation-free
regulations.

Rubber exporters can
register on the iSNR plat-
form via the Rubber Board
website (www.rubber-
board.gov.in) to access es-
sential documents, tracea-
bility certificates, due
diligence declarations, and
geolocation datasets.

Rubber Board to kick off geo-mapping of plantations;
growers may get better price

Ta d1E ST G0N T -3, 3cuga! ) AT T § dga)

frAa

The Rubber Board is set to begin geo-mapping of rubber plantations
in Kerala next week.

AT 1S 3T HOATE Il H T ATaAT 7 Fora)-ATT [ Fa ST W@ 8l

e This initiative is expected to enhance market access and help growers secure better
prices for their produce.

S TEe A SIS a0 9gT H FUR GI 3R 3cUICH! Y 3= Scurel & v dgal Hrara
9Ted A 7 Ace A
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Alignment with Sustainability Standards
feYRar AT & Ty araAT

o The geo-mapping initiative is a key step in certifying natural rubber under the Indian
Sustainable Natural Rubber (iSNR) framework.

Ig TSra-Afer g TR Fad Tpfas @R (iISNR) S & dgd Fehice TR & FATO
Y =11 3 Uk FAgcaqol A &

e Italigns Indian rubber production with the European Union Deforestation
Regulation (EUDR).

Ig AR T&T eree & JUIT §6 qal A Fers RAfagsweT (EUDR) & 317w s=rear|

Digital Mapping Process
feforee AR aftear

o Essential details such as land ownership, area, and plantation boundaries will be
recorded.

59 afshar 7 iR FarfRea, siawe iR awmet i Hansit S Agcaqot STeeRT gor #
STt

o Initially, the project will focus on 10 key rubber-growing districts in Kerala, later
expanding to other regions.

QB3TT A, Fg IRANSTAT I & 10 Y@ & Scureen Frell o i gl 3R 1 & 377
&1 e fareaTia gl

e The Rubber Board has partnered with Trayambu Tech Solutions Pvt. Ltd,
Hyderabad, for this initiative.

SH UEe & [T Ta 1S F BTG Y 74q ¢ Wiegerw isde fAfAes & ary asiery
gl

Deforestation-Free Supply Chain

go1-fadter 3mqfet s@ran

e This initiative will help establish a deforestation-free supply chain for rubber
products, enhancing their global marketability.

Ig Ugel Ta 3caTal & fAT v aat Y Fer$ Fard Amqfet Haar Turia Fta 7 #Heg Ham,
TS 3e7eht afRaes farqorer aterar ageft|

e The EUDR mandates that all commodities entering the EU market must be free from

deforestation after December 31, 2020.
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EUDR % 38R, JUT T SIS & garer Fa arelt oft awqu 31 fewaw 2020 & a1g 7@t
&Y FETS A FFd gl R

Mandatory Certification and Compliance
Jifarare gaATOTe 3R T

e To comply with EUDR regulations, supply chain mapping, traceability system
development, and geo-mapping of plantations are mandatory for iSNR certification.

EUDR fafaraat &1 areret #3a & e, 3t sj@en A, gafafad) Rvew e 3ik
ITAT 1 Y- AR iSNR y#ToreT & forw sfdart §)

e A due diligence certificate will be issued based on risk assessment and legality
analysis, ensuring compliance with deforestation-free regulations.

& FeaiweT A Ferar fFeawor & 3R W v T aRew yeror 9 SRt e
SATe, St ga-fager farat & sreparersr Y glafReaa Ham|

Registration for Exporters
faratas! & faw gsiisor

e Rubber exporters can register on the iSNR platform via the Rubber Board website
(www.rubberboard.gov.in).

oY fraTd® iSNR STHIa 9 G160 Y TFHd & (6T 91 Y dad1se
(www.rubberboard.gov.in) & ATETH ||

e Registered exporters can access essential documents, traceability certificates, due
diligence declarations, and geolocation datasets.

Jolehd foreicish Heeaqur geamder, Eafafads wamres, 3R afism ewone sik
foraeFerT 321 A Ut R Fohd &
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Emergency procurement route comes to the rescue as
Army tries to buy very short range air defence system

GS Paper lll: Defence

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The emergency route for
defence procurements has
once again come to the In-
dian Army’s rescue in its
bid to buy man-portable
Very Short Range Air De-
fence (VSHORAD) systems,
as repeated attempts to ac-
quire the critical systems
have failed. Since 2020,
the Army has unsuccessful-
ly tried to close three deals
for two different missile
systems, constituting 88
launchers, 372 missiles and
associated equipment.

A VSHORAD is the sol-
dier’s last line of defence
against enemy combat air-
craft and helicopters in the
multilayered air defence
network, and its criticality
has been reinforced in the

ongoing war in Ukraine.

Under emergency pro-
curement (EP) provisions,
the armed services can
procure weapons systems
worth upto ¥300 crore on
an urgent basis without
any further clearances. De-
liveries should begin in six
months and end within a
year of the contract date.
This route has been pre-
viously used four times
since 2016, with the fifth
now under way.

Stringent timeline

“The EP has been quite
helpful in getting new
equipment on a fast-track
basis,” a defence source
observed, adding that de-
livery delays have been an
issue as companies have
not been able to meet the
stringent EP timeline.

Test flight: The DRDO conducts flight trials of the Very Short-Range
Air Defence System from Chandipur off the coast of Odisha. ANI

At the height of the
stand-off with China in
eastern Ladakh in Decem-
ber 2020, the Army con-
tracted 24 Igla-S VSHORAD
launchers, 216 missiles and
testing equipment from
Russia’s Rosoboronexport,
with deliveries being com-
pleted by December 2021.

Under EP-4, the Army
placed a ¥260-crore order
for more Igla-S, consisting
of 48 launchers, 100 mis-
siles, 48 night sights, and
one missile testing station,
with deliveries to begin by
the end of May 2024. This
order was placed to Adani
Defence Systems And

Technologies Limited
(ADSTL), which is assem-
bling the system in India
under a technology transf-
er initiative.

A third deal for laser
beam riding man-portable
VSHORADs  was  an-
nounced at Aero India last
month by Thales UK and
Bharat Dynamics Limited
(BDL), with the “initial sup-
ply” of Starstreak high ve-
locity missiles and launch-
ers to be delivered this
year.

Defence sources con-
firmed that the deal, under
EP-4, was for 16 launchers,
56 missiles and one simula-
tor worth just under 3300
crore. The overall order
has been delayed, two
sources  independently
confirmed.

The fourth EP tranche

was undertaken by the Ar-
my between September
2022 and 2023, with over
70 schemes concluded
worth  nearly 11,000
crore.

EP-5 was recently sanc-
tioned and is focussed par-
ticularly on counter-insur-
gency and
counter-terrorist  equip-
ment, Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi said in
January.

During a recent media
interaction, Director Gen-
eral of the Army Air De-
fence Lt. Gen. Sumer Ivan
D’Cunha noted that the De-
fence Research and Deve-
lopment Organisation
(DRDO) has carried out
some tests of indigenous
VSHORADs, but it will be
still some time before they
can release a final version.

Emergency procurement route comes to the rescue as Army
tries to buy very short-range air defence system

IeTeY g1 ATy T&T YoTTell Tiea & 9w 7 qa1 & favw
IMITchTelleT B{IG AT AGGAN

The emergency procurement (EP) route has once again helped the
Indian Army in its attempt to acquire Very Short Range Air Defence

(VSHORAD

) systems.

IMITHTellel &G (EP) AT A T R T IRART {1 1 3rcgeq gt arg
T&IT (VSHORAD) YUTTell 9Tcd et & TEIdT 1 1

e Since 2020, the Army has tried but failed three times to finalize deals for two different
missile systems comprising 88 launchers, 372 missiles, and related equipment.

2020 W, V=T ¥ &Y rel9r-3rerer FRwTS yonfarat & fov 88 dfray, 372 fAwrge 3k wafa
IYHION T TG & odie 9 [T, aAfehe I 3100 R
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Importance of VSHORAD Systems
VSHORAD vonfargt & Aged

A VSHORAD system is the last line of defense for soldiers against enemy aircraft
and helicopters in a multi-layered air defense network.

VSHORAD 9urTelt &fefehl & forw gearat & wrgry et 3 deliepicet & e sg-valia
aTY T&TT Acasd A ATAH GaT ufdd gicll &1

The ongoing Ukraine war has reinforced the critical need for these systems.

et JEU o GoT UGN hT Hgeaqur ITaRTFal Y IR A FHar g |

Emergency Procurement Provisions

ITITdHTeleT @S YT

Under EP provisions, the armed forces can procure weapons worth up to ¥300 crore
on an urgent basis without additional approvals.

EP YTaHTel o dgd, T gof €300 F3 do & gFAIRT FT caiked WG L Tohdl &, dg AT
fae farelt arfaRera wfefa &)

Deliveries must begin within six months and be completed within one year of signing
the contract.

fEeliadt &g 7! F iR & gt fw 3 v wrer & fiaw o @Y st =nfe

Since 2016, this route has been used four times, with the fifth instance currently in
progress.

2016 W, 3T AT FHT IR IR 39AT fFar 1 §, 317 319 gradt IR s@ar 39Ater fFar 3 @1
gl

Challenges in Meeting EP Timelines

EP ¥HYT HIAT 1 Q1 #Xa 7 FaAtfaar

A defence source stated that EP has been effective in fast-tracking equipment
procurement, but delivery delays remain an issue.

Teh 81T @Y o el [ EP YoITelY of doil & SYHIUT ITod il 7 A T &, iferey Belladr &
aﬁwmaﬁgé%l

Many companies struggle to meet the stringent timelines set under EP.

&S FHUTAAT EP & dga Ui #3 THT-Har &t @ #¥ & 3r97d @ &
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Previous Emergency Procurement During India-China Standoff

HRA-A AN F SR NSl ITaTdFTellel e

e During the India-China standoff in eastern Ladakh in December 2020, the Army
procured 24 Igla-S VSHORAD launchers, 216 missiles, and testing equipment from
Russia’s Rosoboronexport.

fFaY 2020 # qdt eeEre # sRa-heT AfaYET & SR, Ao A T H AWEAATFANE F
24 Igla-S VSHORAD die=R, 216 fA@Tse 3R qdietor 3usor @i

e The deliveries were completed by December 2021.

goteht feltadt fewa 2021 aa it 8Y a1$ ot

Army’s Emergency Procurement of VSHORAD Systems
AT T 3cTeq gl AT T&T Joferdl AT ATTaHTesr @l

e Under EP-4, the Army placed a ¥260-crore order for more Igla-S systems, consisting
of:

EP-4 & dgd, ol o €260 #13 & Igla-S R¥ew & fow 31tEt fear, oras anfaer &

o 48launchers
48 dlFay

o 100 missiles
100 fAwTES

o 48 night sights

48 sTsC AlscH
o One missile testing station

s AaEe gdieTor Fg

o Deliveries are expected to begin by the end of May 2024.
fEehall /1§ 2024 & 3 aF YE A Hr 3FAIG B

e The order was placed to Adani Defence Systems and Technologies Limited
(ADSTL), assembling the system in India under a technology transfer initiative.

T 3TN eT= FBha Rverw Us SFaldisier fafaes (ADSTL) &l fear arm, st sa
THa1F EATARVT U8 & ded ARG & Jdaa &< W@ 8

Starstreak VSHORAD Deal
TeRTEH VSHORAD Hler

e Athird deal for laser beam riding man-portable VSHORADs was announced at Aero
India last month by Thales UK and Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL).
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R 3391 7 Ao 79, dew IF 31 wRa seeifaTw fAfaes (BDL) o AR fiw wefEer

AT-9YETer VSHORADSs & T JiaX Gl Y giwor |

e The initial supply of Starstreak high-velocity missiles and launchers is expected to
be delivered this year.

FEREH FT5-dad fAamse 3iX dfeaw 61y smqfcl 5@ a¥ g it 37ig 1

e The deal under EP-4 includes:

EP-4 & dgd $9 WIg # anfAa &

o 16 launchers
16 |l

o 56 missiles
56 fAATEe

o One simulator
T RFgee

e The total deal value is just under ¥300 crore, but delivery has been delayed, as
confirmed by two sources.

W Tl T Foof 7T T300 FNT A AT F3 ¥, oifehet Bellad 7 30 g6 &, s fop & waciw
At 7 gfte #r g

Previous Emergency Procurement Under EP-4

EP-4 & dgd Aol AT9TdsTele @lic

e The fourth EP tranche was executed between September 2022 and 2023, with over
70 schemes completed worth nearly ¥11,000 crore.

EP-4 & dge =T =0T RAdat 2022 § 2023 & ¥ 31 g3, fraet 211,000 F:03 & i
& 70 & 3rfar Frere g A TS|

Upcoming EP-5 Procurement

AT EP-5 @IS

e EP-5was recently sanctioned and focuses specifically on counter-insurgency and
counter-terrorist equipment.

EP-5 &I gTer 81 7 #ort &Y 18, 31K 77 fele 3ik sraware faedt suaor o e &1

e Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi confirmed this in January 2024.

AT Y@ STeiter 39 iy F STeradt 2024 H ! gfSe &
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Indigenous VSHORAD Development

Faaelt VSHORAD fasra

e DRDO has conducted tests of indigenous VSHORAD systems, but the final version
is still under development.

fwrarefer &1

DRDO o Fg&aft VSHORAD vornfarat & qdietor frv &, aifere 3ifasr wxavor arsfY

e Lt. Gen. Sumer Ivan D’Cunha, Director General of Army Air Defence, confirmed this
during a recent media interaction.

ST 3 s gfee |
[PCC begins work on new
series of climate reports, to
build on earlier assessments

GS Paper lll:
Environment

NEW DELHI

The Intergovernmental Pa-
nel on Climate Change
(IPCC), the global scientific
authority on the state of
knowledge and challenges
from global warming, has
begun work on its seventh
cycle of assessment re-
ports, Jim Skea, its Chair-
person, said at the World
Sustainable Development
Summit organised by The
Energy Resources Institute
(TERI) earlier this week.
During the sixth assess-
ment cycle (October 2015 -
July 2023), the IPCC pro-
duced the Sixth Assess-
ment Report (AR6) with
contributions by its three
Working Groups and a Syn-
thesis Report, three Spe-
cial Reports, and a refine-
ment to its latest
Methodology Report.
These reports are the
basis of the scientific litera-

Jim Skea

ture that countries draw
on during negotiations at
the annual climate confe-
rences. They are also the
signposts that guide go-
vernment and business ac-
tion on weaning their eco-
nomies and business
activities away from fossil
fuel and towards clean
fuels.

Outline agreed upon
Laying out the progress
made so far in the 7® As-

sessment cycle, Mr. Skea
said that an “outline” of a
Special Report on Climate
Change and Cities had
been agreed and the lead
authors selected. These
authors were expected to
convene in Osaka, Japan,
next week. An outline of
another report on “Short
lived climate forcers — or
volatile organic com-
pounds that influence
warming” - had been
agreed upon. This report
will be ready late 2027.

As in the sixth cycle, the
new cycle will also have
three working groups each
detailing, as before, the lat-
est evidence regarding the
physical science basis of
climate change; the im-
pacts, adaptation and vul-
nerability and, the mitiga-
tion of climate change
respectively.

A final “synthesis re-
port” will be ready by
2029.

Affese Sale GAT FaT SrFeel, Tell ATY 6T & HETAC U, o gTel & & Teh AT

IPCC begins work on
new series of climate
reports, to build on
earlier assessments

ITSAH & 75 Sreraryg
Realet v T o foma,
qgel & HedTdhal Sl 3T
T T 8T

The Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), the global scientific
authority on climate
change, has begun work on
its seventh assessment
cycle.

STerarg IRad 9 3Hei-
SR Ye7er (IPCC), St
Serarg aRade W dRaw
dfas wiftreor &, o arad
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HEdFeT g% T 1A Y& F T §1

e This announcement was made by IPCC Chairperson Jim Skea at the World
Sustainable Development Summit, organized by The Energy Resources Institute
(TERI).

Ig YOI IPCC 3regeT o T o 962 gEeadd 3q9aqdic Gffie & 1, f58 FaT gare=T
HEATST (TERI) & 3mafaid fomar

Key Outcomes of the Sixth Assessment Cycle
B Aedihd T F 5T fasad

e The sixth assessment cycle (October 2015 - July 2023) produced the Sixth
Assessment Report (AR6), including:

S Hedishe O (FEaT 2015 - FATS 2023) & SR BT Hediwe RUIE (AR6) ST famar
T, g anfae O

o Reports from three Working Groups
et 1 gt 1 Rité
o A Synthesis Report
TS Heavor Rl
o Three Special Reports
et Ry Raré
o Refinement to the latest Methodology Report
Adedd SR RNE & Feaea
e These reports serve as scientific references for countries during annual climate
negotiations and help guide policies toward clean energy.

I RE gait & forw arfde srerary aratat & dafas a9t & &0 7 - Hc § 31K Faes
FAT T AT Y ARG TeTd T & 1

Seventh Assessment Cycle Developments

HIAd Hediwe g% I T

e The outline for a Special Report on Climate Change and Cities has been finalized,
and the lead authors have been selected.

Srerarg afaee 3R gl W Ay R & R TREraa st R 78 8, 3N geT duw g
a7 g
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These authors will meet in Osaka, Japan, next week to begin work.

Y TGS IS WCATE AT & TR H J&h HiaT|

Another report on Short-lived Climate Forcers (volatile organic compounds influencing
warming) is planned and will be ready by late 2027.

U ATy FRT (ST AR ATTHTS bt TN Feet aret arcaelier 9ifdss A §)
T 3 RATE T Aot 9118 918§, 3R T§ 2027 & 3 aF AR gt

Structure of the Seventh Cycle
IS I Y FIGAT

e Similar to the sixth cycle, the seventh cycle will have three working groups, each
focusing on:

S T T e, 1A Tk & #f et FR wog g1, Foever ware s feigait o gham:

o Physical science basis of climate change
srerary aRader 1 sitfas defaes smam

o Impacts, adaptation, and vulnerability

o Mitigation of climate change
STeTary IR clel &I AHA

Page3 7
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e The final synthesis report is expected to be ready by 2029.
3ifas weAwor ROiE 2029 & AR g1 Y 3715 |

India’s cotton imports shoot up as
farmers battle low yields, prices

Indian farmers are urging the government to introduce measures to improve cotton productivity in the country, in the

hopes of making local markets internationally competitive, amid the falling price of the produce in the global market

S Paper llI:
riculture

vember 2023, and $29.47

COIMBATORE

ncreasing import of
l raw and waste cotton
in the last seven
months has brought to fore
the urgent need for mea-
sures to improve cotton
productivity in India.
Cotton imports were to
the tune of $104 million in
August 2024, $134.2 mil-
lion in September 2024,
$127.71 million in October,
$170.73 million in Novem-
ber, and $142.89 million in
December, 2024. In Janu-
ary this year, it stood at
$184.64 million.
Comparably, the im-
ports were $74.4 million in
August 2023, $39.91 mil-
lion in September 2023,
$36.68 million in October
2023, $30.61 million in No-

India’s cotton imports shoot up as farmers battle low yields,

prices

million in December 2023.
In January 2024, the im-
ports were $19.62 million.

Meanwhile, the Cotton
Corporation of India (CCI)
has procured close to 100
lakh bales of Indian cotton
that has come into the mar-
ket since the beginning of
the new season on October
1, 2024. In the peak cotton
arrival season in December
2024, the CCI bought al-
most 60% of the daily ar-
rivals at the minimum sup-
port price (MSP). The price
of the Shankar 6 variety of
cotton on Saturday was
352,500 a quintal.

Jaipal, a cotton farmer
in Telangana, said at the
beginning of the season
that farmers are not happy
because yield is less. “In-
ternational prices are weak

Import woes

An increase in the import of
cotton in the last two years
has brought to fore the urgent
need for measures to improve
cotton productivity in India

Cotton and raw cotton
imports (in $ million)

and mills are able to buy
from there,” he said.
Kurbur Shanthakumar,
president of Karnataka
State Federation of Farmer
Associations, said the cost
of production per quintal
is 9,000 and the MSP is
¥7,235. But, brokers were
buying in the open market

Month 2023 2024

January 28.99 19.62
February 34.69 31.43
March | 55.01 | 488

April 45.3 3797
May 58.09 43.88
June | 95:1 | 70.22
July 88.72 86.29
August 74.9 104.89
September 39.91 134.2
October 36.68 | 127.71

at only ¥5,000 to %5,500
per quintal.

The Union Budget an-
nounced in February has a
Cotton Mission aimed at
improving productivity.

For the Indian textile in-
dustry, international cot-
ton prices are weak and
with export demand look-

ing up for garments and
home textiles, there is a
need for the textile indus-
try to be internationally
competitive. Over 60% of
garments exported are cot-
ton-based. Extra Long Sta-
ple cotton can be imported
duty free and exporters
can import cotton without
duty under Advance Auth-
orisation. The mills seem
to have imported cotton as
international cotton prices
were lower than Indian
prices and the imports
have not disturbed the lo-
cal market, sources said.

“Cotton productivity in
India is about 450 kg per
hectare as against 1,800-
2,000 kg/ha in Brazil. In-
dian yarn exports should
increase,” Pankaj Sharda,
director, Indian Cotton As-
sociation, said.

FIH & AT # A, A F37 3cares iR fAaT A S @

Indian farmers are urging the government to introduce measures to
improve cotton productivity to make local markets internationally
competitive.

HRATT AT TIRR @ FUTH T ScUTGhdT TG & SUIT T3] Filel T IIET
T TE &, AT TINT TR AT TR W afawatft ao1 T
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e Falling global cotton prices have led to increased imports of raw and waste cotton in
the last seven months.

ARTH FIrH H AAGT # FREe & FRUT USS F1d AT # e 3T 39Rse F9F &
mraﬁqajir@t%l

Surge in Cotton Imports

FUH F 31T # g5

e Cotton imports (in million dollars):
FIH 31T (R stk #):

o August 2024: $104 million | 3T9TEd 2024: $104 ATzt

o September 2024: $134.2 million | f&deX 2024: $134.2 FAfoT=
o October 2024: $127.71 million | 3T&gaR 2024: $127.71 TAfer=
o November 2024: $170.73 million | IgeR 2024: $170.73 fAfeaa
o December 2024: $142.89 million | f&&aX 2024: $142.89 AT

o January 2025: $184.64 million | STeTat 2025: $184.64 fAfergeT
e Comparative cotton imports (2023):

e ATer Y Folelr 3 FUTH AT (2023):

o August 2023: $74.4 million | 3FF 2023; $74.4 Aozt

o September 2023: $39.91 million | f&deX 2023: $39.91 Aforz=
o October 2023: $36.68 million | 3TFgaX 2023: $36.68 AfeTe

o November 2023: $30.61 million | Age} 2023: $30.61 AT
o December 2023: $29.47 million | fe=aT 2023: $29.47 fAforzeT
o January 2024: $19.62 million | SteTadt 2024: $19.62 Aferae

Cotton Corporation of India (CCIl) Procurement

AT U fAIH (CCI) FY @lig

e The CCl has procured nearly 100 lakh bales of Indian cotton since October 1, 2024.
CCI & 1 IFgaR 2024 | 3T T AT 100 AT S HRAT FIrH @AY g

e During the peak arrival season (December 2024), CCl bought 60% of daily arrivals at
the Minimum Support Price (MSP).

i Waer (feaR 2024) 7 CCl & MSP 4R yfafee 3Tet arer 9T &1 60% @deT|
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e The price of Shankar 6 variety cotton on Saturday was ¥52,500 per quintal.

AIfAaR &Y AHT 6 FhEd Y FIH 1 FAT 52,500 v Faee o€

Farmers’ Concerns Over Low Yields and Prices

FH IcqTee 3T HAdT W fFamEn i =_ar

o Jaipal, a cotton farmer from Telangana, said farmers are unhappy due to low yields.
QAT F FUTH FFATT ST o Fgl o Fo IcUIGT F FIOT fraTeT ATGger g |

e He also noted that international cotton prices are weak, making it cheaper for mills
to buy imported cotton.

3og1el el [ FARTET HUTH Y FAS FAR &, 5o el F v smafaq sa
GJET HEAT BY TR

e Kurbur Shanthakumar, President of Karnataka State Federation of Farmer
Associations, stated:

FeAledh U FHATT TG ¥ HEALT T AATFAR o AT

o Cost of production per quintal: ¥9,000
IeqresT aTe gfar fFaed: 9,000

o MSP: 7,235 per quintal
gAdH THAA HeT (MSP): 37,235 9 fFdea

o Market price by brokers: ¥5,000-%5,500 per quintal
fraifoat gart & 1§ Fiwra: 35,000-35,500 9id Face

Government's Cotton Mission and Textile Industry Impact
TIFR HT FI A= 3R FI371 35701 W o119

e The Union Budget (February 2025) announced a Cotton Mission to improve
productivity.
BIa 2025 & FET ToI€ H IcUIEHdT 96l F forT HUTH et Hr givor Hf 715

e Over 60% of India's garment exports are cotton-based, making international pricing
crucial.

R & 60% & Tt a8 T Far-3menia 8, TSad 3HaUsE e Hgeaqun deiclt
gl
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o ExtraLong Staple (ELS) cotton can be imported duty-free.
TFELT AledT FU (ELS) FUTH SIEI-5HY 3maTer 3 Sm Wt B

Patriotic
Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

e Exporters can also import cotton without duty under Advance Authorization.

oo Tsaid siteRmESer & dgd =T 39 FI 1A X T §

o Mills preferred importing cotton as global prices were lower than domestic prices,
but imports have not disturbed the local market.

el S FTH 3T e qHE T i dRas Fred e Frerdt @ wa o, A
AT § T TSR T 7 g3

Need to Improve Cotton Productivity
FUTH Y 3cATGHAT FoTel T TSI

e India’s cotton productivity is 450 kg per hectare, whereas Brazil produces 1,800-
2,000 kg per hectare.

AR Y FUH ScUTEhdT 450 fralams 9fa geaT §, STafe smelter & 1,800-2,000
e ufay §FIR 3cutee aar B

o Pankaj Sharda, Director of Indian Cotton Association, emphasized the need to
increase India’s yarn exports.

AT FUTH T & fASUF Tohot AT A AR F €T & AT FY g8 Y g TFHar
SR e

When birds lose the ability to fly, their bodies change first

GS Paper lll: S&T

The Hindu Bureau

In a new study in Evolu-
tion, researchers com-
pared the feathers and bo-
dies of different species of
flightless birds and their
closest relatives who can
still fly. They were able to
determine which features
change first when birds
evolve to be flightless, ver-
sus which traits take more

time for evolution to alter.

All the flightless birds
alive today evolved from
ancestors who could fly
and later lost that ability. In
general, there are two
common reasons why
birds evolve flightlessness.
When birds land on an is-
land with no predators that
would hunt them or steal
their eggs, they sometimes
settle there and gradually

adapt to living on the
ground. Since they do not
experience evolutionary
pressure to stay in flying
form, they gradually lose
some of the features of
their skeletons and feath-
ers that help them fly.
Meanwhile, some birds’
bodies change when they
evolve semi-aquatic lifes-
tyles. Penguins, for in-
stance, cannot fly, but they

swim in a way that is akin
to ‘flying underwater’.
Their feathers and skele-
tons have  changed
accordingly.

Previous research has
revealed how long ago dif-
ferent species of flightless
birds branched off from
their flying relatives. The
ancestors of ostriches, for
example, lost the ability to
fly much longer ago than

the ancestors of a flightless
South American duck
called the Fuegian steam-
er. Dr. Evan Saitta from the
Field Museum in Chicago,
Saitta and the correspond-
ing author of the paper
found that these species’
feathers are very different.
“Ostriches have been
flightless for so long that
their feathers are no longer
optimised for being aero-

dynamic,” Dr. Saitta says in
a press release. As a result,
their feathers have become
so long and shaggy that
they’'re sometimes used in
feather dusters and boas.
But even though Fuegian
streamers can no longer
fly, they lost this ability re-
latively recently, and their
feathers remain similar to
those of their flying
cousins.

When birds lose the ability to fly, their bodies change first
oI g&fl 35 Y aTHAT W A &, ar 3% R A Ugel g1 AT 8
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A new study in Evolution compared the feathers and bodies of
different flightless birds and their closest flying relatives.

‘gaegerT IRFT # YHIRAT Ta AT Ieqd=T H 319 3377 e afdray 3k 3
frreas 339 I RedeRT & ga 3 R’ i gare 1 7S

« Researchers found that some traits evolve faster than others when birds lose their
ability to fly.
QM3 o I 3 ST qaft 35+t Y averar @Y & €, o O T el ¥ ReRa e €,

S 3T F 3T FHT 9T B

Why Do Birds Lose the Ability to Fly?
gaft 3z 1 aTaT 7 @ A 2

o All flightless birds today evolved from ancestors who could fly but later lost the
ability.
3T & Feft 331 Teer el QA it & FaehfAd gU & S Igel 33 Tl &, olfehet STg A

3ogie] T &THAT @Y &

e There are two main reasons why birds evolve flightlessness:

gfarat & 331 MR atet & 1 ATT FROT

1. Island Adaptation — When birds reach predator-free islands, they adapt to
ground living over time.

e 3repere — ST el O el oX g ¥ Stet H1¢ Ry adh g, o 3 -
Y sifrarer Sftaer & fore srqafora &Y o1t &1

2. Aquatic Evolution — Some birds develop semi-aquatic lifestyles, such as
penguins, which "fly" underwater.

SerstidY e — o ual Ird-sreher haerdtel ffla w3 o §, S Saqger, st
g1t & 37eT "Iz

Differences in Evolutionary Changes

2 e qRa=t 3 3

e Previous research has determined when different flightless birds diverged from
their flying ancestors.

ﬁﬁaﬁﬁ%ww%%m#mmmmmm{éﬁ#ﬁmgl
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e Example:

o Ostriches lost flight ability long ago and now have long, shaggy feathers,
unsuitable for flight.

amﬁ#aga%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁ,ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?mwgﬁﬁ

P D IR }
i 35T & AT 3re]ug el 8 |
o Fuegian Steamer Ducks lost flight recently, so their feathers still resemble
their flying relatives.

T FEAT Ta@] o 3Tl 81 7 331 Y &7AaT WS, SHIAT 37 I 3« oY 37
354 g R o & 8

e Dr. Evan Saitta from the Field Museum, Chicago, explained that ostrich feathers are
no longer aerodynamic and are used in feather dusters and boas.

R & fres F7gforaer & 1. At WIS o S o YU F 99 eI 781 I8,
3R 3 et st 31X theret A 3vAer fvw S §
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100-day TB elimination campaign
far from achieving main objective

Compared with the corresponding period last year, the total TB notifications across India increased by only 44,585 and not
over 35 lakh between December 7, 2024 and February 22, 2025

|GS Paper lil: S&T

R. Prasad

he 100-day in-

tensified TB

elimination

campaign was
launched on December 7,
2024 across 455 interven-
tion districts in 33 States
and Union Territories to
screen and test for TB
among people belonging
to the vulnerable or high-
risk group - diabetics,
smokers, alcoholics, peo-
ple living with HIV, those
with TB in the past, geria-
tric population, house-
hold contacts of TB pa-
tients. Besides screening
people who have TB symp-
toms, the main intent of
the intensified campaign is
to use a chest X-ray to
screen people for subclini-
cal or asymptomatic TB
disease followed by bacte-
riological confirmation us-
ing a molecular test.

“This isn’t just about
diagnosing patients who
show symptoms; it’s about
finding those hidden cases
who would otherwise re-
main undetected by using
Chest X-rays, enhanced
with Al, an effective meth-
od for screening indivi-
duals who may have TB
but may not have the clas-
sical symptoms of TB,” Dr.
Vinod Paul, Member of Niti
Aayog wrote in an Opinion
article in Business Line on
March 5, 2025.

As per a February 22,
2025 PIB press release, ov-
er 5.1lakh (0.51 million) TB
notifications have been re-
corded across India. Of the
5.1 lakh total notifications
across India, over 3.5 lakh
TB notifications are from
the 455 intervention dis-
tricts after more than 10
crore (100 million) vulner-
able individuals were
screened between Decem-
ber 7, 2024 and February
22, 2025. The detection of
over 3.5 lakh TB cases in
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‘New strategy’ weighed down by major limitation

Over 10 crore individuals were screened between December 7, 2024 and February 22, 2025

= The main objective of the campaign is not
diagnosing TB in people who show TB symptoms
but detecting asymptomatic TB cases

= For early detection of TB cases, the campaign uses
a “new strategy” of using chest X-rays for screening

= Only 836 vans with portable X-ray machines were
available for screening the high-risk population
across 455 intervention districts

= Only 3.8 lakh of the over 10 crore individuals
were screened using X-rays as of February 22,

which is just 3.8%

= A “substantial population” among the 3.8
lakh people screened using a chest X-ray had no

symptoms of TB

= The total TB notifications across India
increased by only 44,585 between December 7,
2024 and February 22, 2025 compared with the

corresponding period last year

® The number of TB cases notified has been
increasing by 81,000 to 1,15,000 each year in the

last few years

the intervention districts
have been as a “result of
accelerated case detection
efforts and reduced diag-
nostic delays”, the press
release says.

According to data availa-
ble on the Ni-kshay web-
site, the number of TB cas-
es notified across India
from December 7, 2024 to
March 6, 2025 is 6,35,035.
During the corresponding
period last year — Decem-
ber 7, 2023 to March 6,
2024 - 6,34,815 cases were
notified across India. Bet-
ween December 7, 2024
and February 22, 2025,
there have been 5,77,676
TB notifications across In-
dia, which are more than
the 5,10,000 notifications
mentioned in the February
22 press release.

The increase in the TB
notifications on the Ni-
kshay website is not un-
usual as there is generally a
15-day lag for the exact da-
ta to get reflected on the
website. The number of TB
notifications during the
corresponding period last

year — December 7, 2023 to
February 22, 2024 — was
5,33,091. So compared
with the corresponding pe-
riod last year, the total TB
notifications even across
India has increased by only
44,585 between December
7, 2024 and February 22,
2025.

Therefore, it is certainly
wrong to attribute all the
3.5 lakh TB cases detected
in the intervention districts
to accelerated case detec-
tion during the 100-day in-
tensified TB elimination
campaign. In other words,
the government’s claim
would mean that all 3.5
lakh cases would have
been missed in the ab-
sence of the accelerated
case detection, which does
not get reflected in the TB
notifications on the Ni-
kshay website. The total
number of TB notifications
across India between De-
cember 7, 2024 and March
6, 2025 has been almost
the same as the corres-
ponding period last year.

While the campaign
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The campaign was launched on December
7, 2024 across 455 intervention districts

would have surely picked
up more cases, even the in-
crease of 44,585 cases dur-
ing the period December 7,
2024 to February 22, 2025
compared with the corres-
ponding period last year
cannot be ascribed to in-
tensified case detection
alone. The reason: aside
from the fact that the
44,585 more TB cases noti-
fied are across India (788
districts) and not from the
455 intervention districts
alone, the number of TB
cases notified has been in-
creasing each year in the
last few
years. From 21,35,830 TB
cases notified in 2021, it in-
creased to 24,22,121 notifi-
cations in 2022, and then
to 25,37,235 notifications in
2023, and 26,18,499 notifi-
cations in 2024.

As per the National TB
Prevalence Survey 2019-
2021, 42.6% of TB cases
would have been “missed”
if a chest X-ray was not
used for screening, thus re-
vealing the magnitude of
subclinical/asymptomatic

TB cases in India. To detect
such cases, the campaign
claimed that a “new strate-
gy was designed” for early
identification of TB by us-
ing X-ray for screening pe-
ople without TB symp-
toms. Yet, only 3.8 lakh of
the over 10 crore (100 mil-
lion) individuals have been
using X-rays as of February
22, which is just 3.8%.
Worse, despite the fact that
asymptomatic TB disease
cases can be detected only
with a chest X-ray, all the
3.8 lakh people screened
using a chest X-ray did not
belong to this category. As
per the press release, only
a “substantial population”
of people without TB
symptoms were screened
with a chest X-ray. Though
it claims “several asympto-
matic TB patients” are de-
tected, there is no mention
of the actual numbers.

Major limitation

It is not surprising that on-
ly a small fraction of the
high-risk population was
screened using a chest X-
ray. As per the press re-
lease, there are just 836
vans equipped with porta-
ble X-oray machines to
screen the high-risk popu-
lation in the 455 interven-
tion districts. Thus, the
“new strategy” for early TB
identification has very few
portable X-ray machines
for screening despite the
100-day intensified door-
to-door outreach cam-
paign relying on portable
X-ray units for screening.
Limited use, if at all, of the
untested, HTA-unap-
proved Al-assisted chest X-
ray interpretation tool is
another major limitation of
the campaign. Finally, the
100-day campaign is too
short to come anywhere
close to achieving Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
goal of “eliminating” TB by
2025.

Page44



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

100-day TB elimination campaign far from achieving main
objective

100-fefier Erelt 3eoeret IAATET 319t HET T A I

The 100-day intensified TB elimination campaign was launched on
December 7, 2024, in 455 intervention districts across 33 States and
Union Territories.

100-feiar g et 3ereer 3ifdaTe 7 fGEeR 2024 #1 33 W=l 3R &g
onfAe geeit & 455 gwaay fSral & o foram ara am|

e The campaign aimed to screen and test for TB among high-risk groups, including
diabetics, smokers, alcoholics, HIV-positive individuals, elderly people, and
household contacts of TB patients.

39 AT 7 36527 At & T NTRH arer Foggh A s 3% Thavor Hgem a1, Fra+
AYAT WA, YFITT F aTel, R, TS FHAT SafFa, gopet ik S AT F
IRAR & Fewd nfae I

Use of Chest X-rays and Al Technology
BTl TFH-Y 31 T3 deheller ST 3TAT

e The campaign aimed to detect subclinical or asymptomatic TB cases using chest X-
rays enhanced with Al.

AT T 3CCT TIHTS-HETH ST TFH-Y FT TR FI& 3T-sgi{ereh IT f4aT 870 arelt
&Y Fr ggATT HIEAT 2T

o Dr. Vinod Paul (NITI Aayog) stated that this method helps find hidden TB cases that
would otherwise remain undetected.

s1. farete; afer (A 3maar) = et & g FlehT 31 B go & 7wal A1 @i 7 #ee
HIAT &, S AT T F AT Tgam= S|

TB Notifications and Data Comparison

e According to a February 22, 2025 PIB press release, over 5.1 lakh TB notifications
were recorded across India.
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o Out of these, 3.5 lakh TB notifications came from 455 intervention districts, after
screening 10 crore (100 million) individuals between December 7, 2024, and
February 22, 2025.

ST ¥ 3.5 e At FfAFEIT 455 FEaaiT el & 3178, Tl 7 RfAaw 2024 F 22 wad
2025 & &g 10 FUS (100 FAfAT=T) Aent Fir s iy 1|

e According to the Ni-kshay website, from December 7, 2024, to March 6, 2025,
6,35,035 TB cases were notified across India.

&I ATATFT & AR, 7 fGHa 2024 & 6 AR 2025 o 6,35,035 Eelt ARAA FTAFRAT
e are

e Compared to last year’s data (December 7, 2023 — March 6, 2024):
Rea a¥ (7 f{¥aT 2023 - 6 AT 2024) F HTH3T HY Fera? #:

o TB cases notified in 2023: 6,34,815 cases
2023 # rfagfaa &<t AT 6,34,815 A
o Increase in notifications: Only 44,585 cases

srftrga=3 7 gefor: A 44,585 AR

Challenges and Limitations of the Campaign

srfdrarer S getfaar s WA

e The government’s claim that 3.5 lakh TB cases were detected due to the campaign
is not supported by the overall TB notification data.

TR T Jg STaT o IHATT & FROT 3.5 A1 el AT FAA AT, Fel St A
3T A A @rer|

e TB notifications have been increasing annually, from 21,35,830 in 2021 to 26,18,499
in 2024, making it difficult to attribute all additional cases to the campaign alone.

&t rfarEe? wfe a 95 W@ §, 2021 7 21,35,830 § 2024 # 26,18,499 da, faad Hefr
HTAReFT ATHE Y et 3T T TROTH ATTAT el &1 STl

Use of Chest X-rays in Screening

TR & BTt vFg-Y F71 39T
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e The National TB Prevalence Survey (2019-2021) estimated that 42.6% of TB cases
would be missed without chest X-ray screening.

T At THR THRTOT (2019-2021) & HTER, IR BT THFH-Y FT IYANT g1 6T ST,
ar 42.6% &Y AT Y IgHTT AL &) qrean|

e However, only 3.8 lakh out of 10 crore individuals (3.8%) were screened using X-
rays as of February 22, 2025.

AfreT, 22 BTadl 2025 d& 10 F8 AfFAT & F Fad 3.8 AT (3.8%) I ST S TFH-Y
& ATCIH G A TS|

e Moreover, not all 3.8 lakh people screened with X-rays were asymptomatic cases,
making it unclear how many asymptomatic cases were actually detected.

g% 37eTdT, 3.8 @ A W Gt et fa=i a0y arer o181 &, 59 I8 Tuse 71 &) urar
FrEad H frde f9aT oator arer A A ggue v

Infrastructure and Technological Challenges

gfamel g 3R daehelrehy gatfaat

e There are only 836 portable X-ray vans available for screening in 455 intervention
districts, making it difficult to achieve widespread coverage.

455 gFAaT forell 7 Faer 836 Giéad TFH-Y 3 3uce¥ &, foad a3 YA W &hifaer
AT HRehel &1 ST &

e The HTA-unapproved Al-assisted chest X-ray interpretation tool has been used
minimally, limiting the impact of Al-driven TB detection.

HTA-3rafea aigt R aTT vamms-water STt TaFa-Y saTEaT 39T 1 DA 3w fFar
4T, forad wrE e O ggarer Y weaeferar Hifaa & 1)

Conclusion: Campaign Falls Short of TB Elimination Goal

sy AT Al seHEe TaT § a5 T

e The 100-day TB elimination campaign has helped detect more cases, but the
increase of 44,585 cases cannot be solely attributed to intensified case detection.

100-fefrr &t 3eeter 3rfamer & 3rftre wmoral Y wgarer # #eg 1, Afhe 44,585 AT
& gef&r 1 Faer i S w1 IROTST F7ET FET ST FFAT|

e Limited screening infrastructure, low use of Al-based X-rays, and short campaign
duration have prevented the campaign from achieving its main goal of TB elimination
by 2025.

e whfaer gfaard e, vams-smanRa vaa-Y 1 w1 373 AR sfaae fr ard
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3afer A 58 2025 aF Y 37T F T8I FY Ao FIA F Va7

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of eliminating TB by 2025 requires more
sustained and long-term interventions beyond just a 100-day campaign.

TUTTAA g AN T 2025 aF el 3eeret 1 oa T A% 100-fhar e & qur w8
2, afeF sad faw ATay i Seiwrfors gamat A sraegsar gl

Counting our vulnerable dolphins

gAY HagaTefier SifeweT &Y arorer

e The Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate Change released a population
study of dolphins in Indian rivers, estimating their number at 6,327.

TATERoT, g7 AR Srerary aRader #arerd o AR afet 7 sifewer 1 Seraean sreager
Rt I Fi, ST 3o7hT TEAT 6,327 31T TS|

e These playful creatures with torpedo-like bodies attract tourists and are often
described as ‘cute’ by urban teenagers.

3 el o, FreTs TeteY St MRy gl &, Tieaht Y M e & 3N A R
g0 ‘CIRT Hed gl

Types of River Dolphins
4T STfeheT & THR

e Facultative river dolphins are found in both marine and freshwater.

bpecfed Y sifewar wagdt 3 S arelt St F ar$ st &

¢ Inlindia, Irrawaddy dolphins are found in Chilika Lake (155 dolphins) and near the
Sundarbans.

HRA H, ST sifewe e siier (155 sifewe) 3R Gavaet & smaar O15 Sl 8|

e Tucuxi dolphins are found in the Amazon and Orinoco rivers, while the Yangtze
finless porpoise is about 1 metre long.

AT 1 e Y BT g

e Obligate river dolphins are found only in freshwater bodies.

e 7Y oW Fad HIS Ul & e el & 9 areh &1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page48



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

©

patriotic (-

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e The Yangtze river dolphin (China) is presumed to be extinct, last seen in 2007.

Iigcat o7a stfewer (eT) 1 2007 F TR I 2@ 71T 47, 3R 319 58 fareyeat AT Sver

gl

Counting our vulnerable dolphins

GS Paper lll:
Enwronment. and off the Sunderbans.

D. Balasuhramam:m

Earlier this week, the Mi-
nistry of Environment,
Forests and  Climate
Change released the find-
ings of a population study
of dolphins found in Indian
rivers, putting their num-
bers at 6,327. These playful
creatures with their torpe-
do-like bodies generate ex-
citement whenever they
are spotted. People flock to
see them. Urban teenagers
describe them as ‘cute’.
There are two kinds of
river dolphins. Facultative
river dolphins occur in
both marine and fresh wa-
ters. In India, Irrawaddy
dolphins are seen around
the Chilka lake, where an
estimated 155 of these are a
major tourist attraction,

The smaller tucuxi is found
in the Amazon and Orino-
co rivers, and the Yangtze
finless porpoise is about 1
metre long.

Obligate river dolphins
are found only in fresh wa-
ter bodies. The Yangtze riv-
er dolphin of China is pres-
umed to be extinct, having
been last spotted in 2007.
The distinctively  pink
Amazon river dolphin is
over 2.5 metres long. The
equally large Ganges river
dolphin has a widespread
habitat, and is found in the
main bodies and some trib-
utaries of the Ganges and
the Brahmaputra.

Closely related to the
Ganges dolphin, the Indus
river dolphin is the State
aquatic animal of Punjab.
Here, it is found in the river
Beas and its Harike wet-
lands in the Tarn Taran dis-
trict. The Environment Mi-
nistry study could locate
only three of these dol-

The Environment
dolphins. FILE PHOTO

phins, indicating their pre-
carious existence. Only
about 1,800 survive in the
Indus in Pakistan.

Muddy water

Dolphins and toothed
whales have a prominent,
fatty mass on their fore-
heads called the melon. It
acts as a lens that focuses
sound, and is very impor-
tant in echolocation. Our

d locate ;ml_y-three Indus river

river dolphins prefer wa-
ters that are muddy, with
low salt content. An un-
usual feature of the Ganges
and Indus river dolphins is
their poor eyesight. Navi-
gation and feeding is done
by echolocation, where ul-
trasound waves, in the
form of distinctive clicks,
are emanated from their
vocal chords, and the me-
lon on the forehead is used

Ganges and Indus River Dolphins

The Amazon river dolphin is pink-colored and grows over 2.5 meters

long.

to sense the echoes of
these waves bouncing off
nearby objects. These dol-
phins also show a tenden-
cy to swim on their sides,
using the fins on the sides
of their bodies to feel along
the bottom of riverbeds in
their search for food.

In our river dolphin spe-
cies, the eye is barely a cen-
timeter across, and has a
thick cornea and no eye
lens. The retina has very
few cells for registering
light, and the optic nerve
that carries visual sensa-
tions to the brain is thin,
barely a filament. Visual
perception seems restrict-
ed to detecting light, and
the direction from which
light is coming. Compari-
sons of brain regions in-
volved in sensory percep-
tion in these river dolphins
with the marine bottlenose
dolphin show that the sight
areas are unusually small,
and the hearing areas
much larger. This indicates

a reliance on their bioso-
nar for echolocation. In ex-
periments, Indus river dol-
phins can detect a 4 mm
ball bearing suspended on
anylon thread, and quickly
head for it.

Human danger to river
dolphins comes from the
use of their oil in remedies
for conditions ranging
from muscular strains to
arthritis. Overfishing de-
prives their food supply,
and they are snared in fish-
ing nets as unwanted by-
catch. Chemical pollutants
pose another danger.

Despite increasingly re-
fined counting methods,
river dolphin population
trends remain unclear.
Either way, their numbers
are critically low. We must

foster ~ greater  public
awareness of these remar-
kable creatures.

(The article was written in
collaboration with Sushil
Chandani, who works in
molecular modelling)

AT A4Y STfewhet J[elTel 1T HT BIelt & 3 2.5 #Hiex @ e wfelt & wahelt

gl

. The Ganges river dolphin is widespread and found in the
Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers and their tributaries.

33T FEY STfethet 39N R TEAYT ATGAT T ITh! HeTIS Afedl A sATIH

T 91§ FATC B
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The Indus river dolphin, closely related to the Ganges dolphin, is the State Aquatic
Animal of Punjab.

Ty 7Y stfewar, St aie sifewer & fAerear @ wafta §, Jorma &1 T sty 9y 31

In India, the Indus river dolphin is found in the Beas River and Harike Wetlands
(Tarn Taran district).

R #, e 7Y sifewer sarw a7dt 3R e Aeelzw (averarer forem) 7 urg areh &1

The Environment Ministry study found only 3 Indus dolphins, indicating their
precarious existence.

YATEROT HATAT & Ieqq & Faer 3 FAy sifewar Aelt, S 3% sri¥aca hir i ufa w1
gelaT §1

In Pakistan, about 1,800 Indus river dolphins survive in the Indus River.

Qi 3, SeTseT 1,800 Ry Y st Shfda &

Muddy Water
G ITeit

Dolphins and toothed whales have a fatty mass on their foreheads called the melon,
which helps in echolocation by focusing sound waves.

sifewet 3 aTdaR el & AT U Al ATHS JHIYFA AT 81T 8, S eafey aan w Hea
FE SIS A Heg FIaT B

Ganges and Indus river dolphins prefer muddy waters with low salt content.

3ot 3R T 1 Sifewer siger arelt 3N Fa T WPl are STl 7 @A GHG HA B |

Poor Eyesight and Echolocation

FH o &7dT 3R sHraFUeT

Ganges and Indus river dolphins have poor eyesight and rely on echolocation for
navigation and feeding.

3 3 Y 7Y sTfewa T T FAER el 2, 31K 3 graFere & IRT far @ 3k
$STeT ot oX ForeiR et €

They emit ultrasound waves as clicks from their vocal cords, and the melon detects
echoes bouncing off nearby objects.

q 3790t 3raTer i dRFHT & sreefA® A (Fadw) F 3cafoid Fed &, 3R AT &
it Y gfaeafer Fr gwsar g
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e These dolphins tend to swim sideways, using their side fins to feel along the riverbed
while searching for food.

3 SITetheT 31FER 379er AR FT T B FHIFT el 8, I el ared @t 7 37T a1y
#Y TIEE ATHH FIA AR Ho Woa & faw FTeh §

Anatomical Adaptations
IR aﬂa@:r

e The eye of these dolphins is barely 1 cm across, has a thick cornea, and no lens.

ST Sifothel ST 3T T 3THR had 1 JH Qa1 &, AE Fifedr gl g, 3R s/ o 71t
|

e Their retina has very few light-sensitive cells, and the optic nerve is very thin,
limiting their ability to see.

geTeh! YRAT H g FH GHIA-HaeTeT FAFTE At §, 3R e dfrr aga gaeh e
g, foaa 3afr S eve7ar AT & S 8

e Studies show that Ganges and Indus river dolphins have smaller brain regions for
sight but larger brain areas for hearing, confirming their reliance on biosonar.

3T T § T aram 3R Y 7t sifewmet & wiffas # duat arr s s A €, aifreT
srgor 7 92 Al ¥, OE 9 TRER 9X AR el &

e Experiments with Indus river dolphins show they can detect a 4mm ball bearing
suspended on a nylon thread and move towards it quickly.

TR 1) sifewe W fre are g=iet & T <o 6 & Arrelier €t & sy 4 e iy afer
IR Y Ig=TT FFhd! § 3N Ao I 3T 3R For &

Threats to River Dolphins

T SifeweT A @l

e Traditional medicine uses dolphin oil to treat conditions like muscle strains and
arthritis, leading to hunting.

IRIRE RfFcar & sifewsT & de ST 39T AR # f@=me s afsar S it
& SlTol & ToIT R SITaT &, Taw geTeT ISR fFaT SATaT &

e Overfishing reduces their food supply, and they often get accidentally caught in
fishing nets as bycatch.

HARF AT IFsa U IAFT M BT FH a6 J1aT 8, 31T I et F ASN Thsar & AT
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e Chemical pollutants in rivers pose serious health risks to these dolphins.

At # TETafAF wquor 31 sifeweT F Fareey & farw e @ Yy T |

Need for Conservation Efforts
HIETOT TATHY Y AT TSHar

o Despite advanced counting methods, the population trends of river dolphins
remain unclear, but their numbers are critically low.

3eard VT AR & aras(g, A sifewsr it Feraear ygfa Tase A8 &, Afchet 3o
T 7R T @ FH A W

e Public awareness and conservation efforts are essential to protect these
remarkable creatures.

T NG Sital &1 T & AT SFeT-STerana AR HIETOT JATH 3 IHTaeTF &
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Question Corner

Daylight hours

How do dogs adjust to
daylight savings time?

GS Paper lll: S&T

Working dogs take a day to
adjust to the change in
routine caused by Daylight
Savings Time (DST),
whereas pet dogs and their
owners seem unaffected.
To investigate how DST
impacts domestic dogs,
researchers used
motion-sensitive watches
to monitor the activity
patterns of 25 working sled
dogs, 29 pet dogs, and
their human caregivers
living in Canada, during
the weeks surrounding the
autumn DST time shift. For
sled dogs, DST
represented a change to
their strict daily routine.
Before the time shift, sled
dog handlers arrived at the

reserve at sunrise, but
after DST came into effect,
sunrise was an hour before
their arrival. As a result of
this, after the DST time
shift, sled dogs were less
active in the hour after
sunrise than they were
before. However, they did
not immediately adjust to
the change in their
routine. On the day DST
came into effect, sled dogs
were more active than
usual in the hour prior to
their handler’s arrival. Pet
dogs and their owners
showed no change in their
morning activity patterns
on the Sunday that DST
came into effect.

Readers may send their questions /
answers to
questioncorner@thehindu.co.in

before and after the autumn DST time shift.
Tfa-TagsTefier af3at o1 3uAeT 37y aifafafat t aasrs F DST w&7 gRad« & ggo
3R g & ¢ FA & fav )

Daylight Hours
T 3 F ue

Working dogs take one
day to adjust to the routine
change caused by Daylight
Savings Time (DST),
whereas pet dogs and their
owners remain unaffected.

HTH FTa dTel Feil 1 S AFE
AT <137 (DST) & FROT
feererat 7 s & g
gl & v et Ferar €, SIafF
qTerd F 3R 3a% Ao
s @a 8

Study on DST and Dogs
DST 3R Fal w1 3reags

. Researchers monitored
activity patterns of 25 working
sled dogs, 29 pet dogs, and their
owners in Canada.

QTSR3 o FHeTST 7 25 FTH FIA
T FAST Fll, 29 WTele] Fal 3 3%
afas! Fr afafaferay «1 reaas
fopam|

. Motion-sensitive watches
were used to track their activity
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Effect on Working Sled Dogs
HTH FI a1 Tl Fell T Fo1a

o Before DST, sled dog handlers arrived at sunrise. After DST, sunrise occurred an
hour before their arrival.

DST & g, Faer Tl & et YAled & §HY 31 &| DST & dle, FAlGT 37+ I &
TF °S Ug gl |

e After DST shift:

o Sled dogs were less active in the hour after sunrise compared to before.
TS Fo YAGT & 916 qgd 6 H FH wirg 4|

o Onthe day DST took effect, sled dogs were more active than usual before
their handler’s arrival.

DST wardt g1t & &1, 9fiaTsh & 3 @ Tl Felol Fol HAY W 310+ afhT 91

Effect on Pet Dogs and Owners

qrere Feil AR o7k FIferl o gemmar

o Pet dogs and their owners showed no change in their morning activity patterns on
the Sunday when DST began.

el Fal 3 319 Afai 1 gag Fr afafaftat F Fi5 agema 78t 3mar 5@ DST 4w
3|
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Why has India promised to buy more U.S. 0il?

Why is India looking to diversify its crude supply? Who are its largest suppliers and how much of
crude oil does it import? How is the government balancing the needs of its energy transition and

its energy security? What role is America going to play?

[(_ES Paper llI: Energy,
n. [External Sector
The story so far:
ndia committed to procure more oil and
natural gas from the U.S. when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi met U.S.
President Donald Trump in February in
Washington amid tariff threats. Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri said India’s energy
purchases from the U.S. could increase from last
year’s $15 billion to $25 billion in the near future.
A Reuters report showed that the U.S. exported
about 3,57,000 barrels per day (bpd) of crude to
India in February, compared with exports of
about 2,21,000 bpd last year.

What has India agreed on?

India is the world’s third-largest oil importer and
consumer. For a country which relies on imports
for more than 85% of its crude oil requirements,
any step to secure hydrocarbon supplies is
crucial. The country has promised to enhance
oil and gas purchase from the U.S., which will
bolster energy ties, and also help, to an extent,
in achieving the ambitious doubling of bilateral
trade to $500 billion over the next five years. At
present, the bilateral trade is in India’s favour.
The statistics of the Office of the United States
Trade Representative show that the goods trade
deficit with India was $45.7 billion in 2024,
which is a 5.4% increase from 2023. Executive
Director (Energy Transition and Cleantech
Consulting) at S&P Global Commaodity Insights
Gauri Jauhar said that procuring more oil and
gas from the U.S. will add to the diversity of
major, long-term sources of supply.

What about LNG requirements and supply?
The aim is to establish the U.S. as a leading

‘Procuring
more oil
and gas
from the
US. will
add to the
diversity of
major,
long-term
sources of
supply’

supplier of crude oil and petroleum products
and liquefied natural gas (LNG) to India. It has
been decided to ramp up trade in the
hydrocarbon sector, including ethane and
petroleum products, with an eye on supply
diversification and energy security. The two
sides agreed to enhance investments,
particularly in oil and gas infrastructure, and
facilitate greater cooperation between energy
companies. Strengthening cooperation in civil
nuclear energy and U.S. support for India to be
made a full member of the International Energy
Agency (IEA) were also mentioned.

What are India’s needs on oil and gas?

India imported a total of 234.26 million tonnes
of crude oil in 2023-24. Import dependence
touched 87.8% against 87.4% in the previous
financial year. Domestic production corresponds
to less than 13% of the requirement, with
domestic crude oil production remaining almost
unchanged at 29.36 million tonnes last fiscal
(2023-24). In volume terms, the imports were
almost similar, but the import bill in 202324
declined year-on-year to $133.37 billion on the
back of lower international rates. In 2022-23, the
oil import bill was $157.53 billion. Additionally,
India spent $22.93 billion on the import of 48.69
million tonnes of petroleum products like LPG,
fuel oil and petcoke. It also exported 62.59
million tonnes of products for $47.72 billion.

India also imports LNG. In 2023-24, the
country imported 31.80 billion cubic metres
(bem) for $13.405 billion. In the previous fiscal,
gas imports were 26.30 bem for $17.11 billion, the
Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry said in a
report, citing the price shock of 2022-23 in the
wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

India is keen on increasing the share of clean
fuel in its energy basket. Emphasising on the
strategic importance of energy ties with the U.S.,
especially for LNG, petroleum and natural gas,
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said India wants to
increase its natural gas consumption to 15% from
the existing about 6%.

In recent years, the U.S. has emerged as one
of the largest suppliers of LNG to India. If
war-related sanctions against Russian are lifted,
Europe may resume sourcing natural gas from
Russia again, making the U.S. intensify efforts to
enhance supplies to other existing customers
and explore new markets.

How much energy is sourced from Russia?
While India would like to engage with the U.S.
on enhancing energy imports, it is unlikely to
stop the country from consolidating and forging
energy ties with others. The Petroleum Minister

Rise in demand: Crude oil tanks at the Cushing oil hub, in Oklahoma. REUTERS said the new U.S. administration’s push for

increased oil supply has created favourable
conditions in global markets. The emergence of
new oil sources from the Western hemisphere,
including Brazil, Argentina, Suriname, Canada,
the U.S. and Guyana are poised to be beneficial
for major consuming nations like India.

Supply commitments from multiple sources
may not necessarily insulate against long-term
price volatility but provide the country different
options in the event of geopolitical disturbances.
Interestingly, the Trump administration has in
recent weeks got down to resetting ties with
Russia for the first time since the war on Ukraine
began in 2022. This would make things easier
for India as Russia in the last three years has
emerged as a major crude oil supplier at
discounted prices amid a cap introduced as part
of the sanctions by G7. Citing a report of global
think tank Centre for Research on Energy and
Clean Air, PTI reported that India bought crude
oil worth €49 billion from Russia in the third
year of Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.

India, which has traditionally sourced oil from
West Asia, began importing a large volume of oil
from Russia after the invasion of Ukraine. This
led to India’s imports of Russian oil seeing a
dramatic rise, growing from less than 1% of its
total crude oil imports to 40% in a short period.

What are India’s plans on LNG?

The IEA, in its India Gas Market Report: Outlook
to 2030, says the country’s gas consumption is
set to reach 103 bem annually by the end of the
decade. Emerging from a decade of slow growth
and periodic declines, the country’s natural gas
demand increased by more than 10% in both
2023 and 2024, indicating an inflection point.
India’s domestic gas production, which met 50%
of demand in 2023, is projected to grow,
reaching just under 38 bcm by 2030.

While total gas consumption in 2023 was only
marginally higher than 2011 levels, three key
factors are converging to drive substantial
growth — rapid infrastructure expansion,
recovering domestic production and an
expected easing of global gas market conditions.
“India’s gas market is entering a new phase of
growth, supported by significant infrastructure
development and clear policy direction,” IEA
Director of Energy Markets and Security Keisuke
Sadamori said. “The prospect of higher gas
demand in India coincides with an expected
wave of new global LNG supply. However, it will
require planning and market coordination to
ensure supply security and to help gas to
compete in a price-sensitive market,” he said.

Broadly, what is India’s energy roadmap?

The government is pursuing a multi-pronged
strategy to reduce import dependency and 7{
substituting demand for crude oil. It is also

pushing renewable and alternative fuels such as
ethanol, compressed biogas and biodiesel,
alongside the establishment of electric vehicle

Why has India promised to buy more U.S. oil?

R o 3T0& AR a @ &7 arer F=a) FaT 2
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi met U.S. President Donald Trump in
February in Washington and committed to increase oil and gas
imports from the U.S.

TR Al AN F BIad & arfdierea & 3rARS wseufa SAres Su @
HATHT T 3T 3rANFT § A 3 A9 3T FoT9 F7 v T

o India’s energy purchases from the U.S. may increase from $15 billion to $25 billion
in the near future.

HRE 1 Tt @lig $15 feraer & qgav $25 Rferas T 75 Fhd &l

e U.S. oil exports to Indiain February were 3,57,000 barrels per day (bpd), compared
to 2,21,000 bpd last year.

g & AN § HRT F a AT 3,57,000 3 gfa f&a (bpd) &, FTafF oo arer
Ig 2,21,000 bpd 27|

Why is India looking to diversify its crude supply?
HITET 3791 Fea oel 1 Jrqfet 7 Rfaerar w4t arem agar 872

o Indiais the world’s third-largest oil importer and consumer and relies on imports
for over 85% of its crude oil needs.

HRA gfarar T e Ta 37 A AT AR 39eilaar § 31K 85% W rftrw Fea qar A
St & fore smara w1 e

e Increasing oil and gas imports from the U.S. will help India secure its energy needs
and support the goal of doubling bilateral trade to $500 billion in five years.

3R ¥ A 3R A AT FER T HRA T IA FAT TR Y FIAS FA AN wiw
ast # gRvefiT SR F $500 Rfes aF ag= 7 Feg Aot

e The U.S. trade deficit with India was $45.7 billion in 2024, a 5.4% increase from
2023.

2024 F AT FT AR F VY SATIR °1eT $45.7 fAfA7eT 21, Sir 2023 Fr Forerr # 5.4%
3 |

Who are India’s largest oil suppliers and how much does it import?

A & 9 93 A AYfelaval HieT § 3 a8 Bra=m de 3T e 87

e Indiaimported 234.26 million tonnes of crude oil in 2023-24, with 87.8% import
dependence (compared to 87.4% in 2022-23).

AR & 2023-24 & 234.26 AT & Fedn ad 3aTd 63T, 31 e 3mad ) FeiRar
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87.8% Y (2022-23 7 87.4% )|

¢ India’s domestic oil production was only 29.36 million tonnes in 2023-24, covering
less than 13% of its total needs.

2023-24 3 R FT Tl el cUIG hael 29.36 FAforaer aa a1, St 3qeht Fer S F
13% @ 8ft o1 T

e Oil import bill:

o 2023-24: $133.37 billion
2023-24: $133.37 faforgeT

o 2022-23: $157.53 billion
2022-23: $157.53 fafergeT

e India also imported 48.69 million tonnes of petroleum products for $22.93 billion
and exported 62.59 million tonnes of products for $47.72 billion.

R o 48.69 fATawe oo Yeiforgs scurel 1 3mara $22.93 fafeger # fFar 3tk 62.59
fAfagsr e 3cael &1 fAaTa $47.72 fafeaer & |

What are India’s natural gas needs and how is the U.S. helping?

R T Wi faw A maegwan F41 § 3R 3ARFT F) Aeg FI W2

e Indiaimported 31.80 billion cubic metres (bcm) of LNG in 2023-24, worth $13.405
billion.

R o 2023-24 & 31.80 faferasr g1 #ex (bem) LNG 3mana fam, fSasdr fireda
$13.405 faferget Y|

e In 2022-23, India imported 26.30 bcm for $17.11 billion, showing a decline in cost due
to lower gas prices.

2022-23 ®, IRA & 26.30 bcm $17.11 faferasr & 3mara far, s g fr 7 HrAar &
HIROT HET 3T

e India aims to increase natural gas consumption from 6% to 15% in its energy mix.

AR el Tl @O & Wi fas A Hr REATH 6% & 9T 15% FAT A6l &

o The U.S. has emerged as one of India’s largest LNG suppliers, strengthening
energy ties between both nations.

IANFT AR FT TG/ 737 LNG HTqfetahal FoTaht 3370 8, Toradt ¥t &t & Fait daer
HA G L
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How is the government balancing energy transition and security?

IHR AT WHAVT T FalT GR&T F oI AfeleT W 11 T 82

India is focusing on clean energy but remains dependent on oil and gas for energy
security.

HRA TGT6 FoT T CATT o F 6T 8, Afehet Fatt GRaT F farw arsfh sf der s v w0
s

The U.S. is expected to play a key role in India’s energy strategy by supplying LNG,
crude oil, and petroleum products.

IARET 3R A Tt Ot #F woge sfirarT femer Y 37l B, S LNG, Feam a3k
Yeiferaer 3eurel dr arqfet Hem|

If sanctions on Russia are lifted, Europe may resume Russian gas imports, pushing
the U.S. to expand its supply to India and other markets.

I7E 7 9T 9 gfaaer gea 8, d I e @ v § 3 adiear e W aFar 8, foad
AR Y 7R 3R 3o ToRY 7 39t ITqfet aET Fr smIRTFAT g h |

How much energy is sourced from Russia?

T F et ST grca & AT 82

While India is looking to enhance energy imports from the U.S,, it is also
strengthening ties with other energy suppliers.

HRA AR & FAT HATT qGT=1 Y TNAAT a1 6T 8, bt I Foft 3mqfelararait & wry
T FTT FLAT 31 ST T @1

Russia has become a major crude oil supplier to India in the last three years due to
discounted prices amid G7 sanctions.

Rrae dier avt & w0 s 1 yog@ Foa aa amqfedadt 9o 21 8, i G7 yfawui &
FRor Rarret fHrordl W aw e wr e

According to a Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air report, India bought
Russian crude worth €49 billion in the third year of the Ukraine war.

et B Rt sifer verstt U3 Feller TR T RO & 3170, HRA o ot Jou & Ay a¥ &
T W €49 faforger 1 Fear a« @l
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e India’s imports of Russian crude oil increased from less than 1% to 40% of total
crude oil imports after the Ukraine invasion.

el X ATHAT & 916 R A TF { AT Fed der A REAERY 1% F T6H 40% 8
TS|

What are India’s plans on LNG?

AR T LNG IS0 471 82

e According to the IEA India Gas Market Report, India’s natural gas consumption is
projected to reach 103 bcm per year by 2030.

IEA (ARG St vard) Y Rle & Ie[ar, 9Ra & wrpfas 3w @9e 2030 a 103
fafere Fgfae #ex (bem) wfar ad a& vga w71

e Natural gas demand grew by more than 10% in both 2023 and 2024, indicating a
new phase of energy growth.

2023 3R 2024 #F yrpfaw 37 A AT 10% F f0F TG, S Foit &7 7 7S gD AT gATar
gl

e Domestic gas production met 50% of demand in 2023 and is expected to reach
nearly 38 bcm by 2030.

2023 # WX 3 IeuTEet A 50% AT T H¥, HR 2030 T Fg TS 38 bem T TET
qFHAT ¢ |

o India’s gas market growth is driven by three key factors:

o Rapid infrastructure expansion

asit & gAY e &7 v

o Increasing domestic production
o] 3o #

o Easing global gas market conditions
dftas Iw o i Ryfat & gur

e |EA Energy Markets Director Keisuke Sadamori highlighted that ensuring supply
security and market coordination is essential.

IEA & it 919K fagerd FEqa Fermi ¥ sgl fob amqfet et 3K aeR aoeay
AR FI 12T ¢

Broadly, what is India’s energy roadmap?

AT TF F AR T FoT difq FA18?
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e Indiais pursuing a multi-pronged strategy to reduce import dependency and
crude oil demand.

mmwﬁﬂwaﬁtmaﬂaﬁmﬁmma;magmmm
W@

o Key focus areas include:

o Promoting renewable and alternative fuels (ethanol, compressed biogas, and
biodiesel).

Ao 3k dwfous Suat (edarter, TR ardk, ik aSere) i ge@r
el

o Expanding electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure.
FAfFCH aTgeT (EV) ATFoNT FAATEY S 7 RAFar Fam|

o Diversifying energy sources by importing from multiple countries.

RAffea 2o ¥ F37T 3mATa I FaT Far F fferar amami

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)
1. Six women handle Modi’s social media accounts; PM
hails their inspiring posts
og AfRdT3i o THTer A & Alerer AR 3Ee; A a
3ThT UUTETIS TS I AUGAT HI

2. Allow women to commit one murder without
punishment: Rohini Khadse

A3t & v g i ge QY arw: Afgol wsd
3. Mohun Bagan celebrates League Shield victory in style

HIgeT FTT = AT 2fes Sl T STeeT qAUTA § A
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Six women handle Modi’s social media accounts; PM hails
their inspiring posts

og AfRdT3i o FHT A & Flerer AR w3 oA F 3T
URUTTETI S TIEE T GG Y

Women Take Over PM Modi’s Social Media on Women’s Day

Six women handle Modi’s
social media accounts; PM
hails their inspiring posts

[Essay

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday handed
over his social media ac-
counts to six women on
the occasion of Interna-
tional Women’s Day.

These women, hailing
from various parts of the
country, shared their re-
markable journeys,
achievements, and chal-
lenges with the nation.

They are Vaishali Ra-
meshbabu from Chennai,
Dr. Anjlee Agarwal from
Delhi, Anita Devi from Na-
landa (Bihar), Elina Mishra
from Bhubaneswar, Ajaita
Shah from Rajasthan and
Shilpi Soni from Sagar
(Madhya Pradesh).

Strong stories

Ms. Rameshbabu, a chess
prodigy, has been compet-
ing at the highest level
since the age of six. Her de-
dication to the game culmi-
nated in her achieving the
prestigious title of Chess
Grandmaster in 2023. She
continues to make India
proud on the global stage

Narendra Modi

with her strategic bril-
liance and perseverance.

“I want to give a mes-
sage to all the women out
there, especially the young
girls — follow your dreams,
no matter the hurdles.
Your passion will power
your success,” she wrote
from Mr. Modi’s account
on X.

Ms. Devi from Bihar,
shared her journey as a
selfreliant farmer-entre-
preneur. She narrated how
her venture, Madhopur
Farmers Producer Compa-
ny Ltd., has created oppor-
tunities for hundreds of
women in her village.

Ms. Mishra and Ms. So-
ni, both scientists, high-
lighted the importance of
women’s participation in

science, urging more wo-
men to pursue careers in
nuclear and space technol-
ogy.

Ms. Agarwal, an advo-
cate for universal accessi-
bility, called for a stronger
push towards a more inclu-
sive India under the ‘Suga-
mya Bharat’ initiative.

Ms. Shah, founder and
CEO of Frontier Markets,
delivered a message on fi-
nancial empowerment and
rural entrepreneurship for
women.

Reflecting on their in-
spiring journeys after their
messages, Mr. Modi said:
“Since morning, you've all
seen inspiring posts by ex-
traordinary women shar-
ing their own journeys and
inspiring other women.
These women have ex-
celled in different areas,
but there’s one underlying
theme — the prowess of In-
dia’s Nari Shakti. Their de-
termination and success
remind us of the boundless
potential women hold.”
“Today and every day, we
celebrate their contribu-
tions in shaping a Viksit
Bharat,” he said.

FeRTErr Afger fGaw W
Afgam3t F g e A &
arerer AT P13

« On the occasion of International
Women’s Day, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi handed over his
social media accounts to six
women from different parts of
India.

AT AfgeT W & W R,
THTARAT A3 AT o 39T FrRrer
3w rwEe HRa F RAffew feat
#1 og AfeeTt # FiT =

¢ These women shared their
remarkable journeys,
achievements, and challenges with
the nation.

ST ATGT3NT o 32 F WY et
gatfaar am #il

eThe six women were:

o Vaishali Rameshbabu —
Chennai

derrelt TAAETE - A~Ts
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o Dr. Anjlee Agarwal — Delhi
3T, 3ioTelt 3r3raTel — feoolr

o Anita Devi — Nalanda, Bihar
3rettar &dt — ATeler, g’

o Elina Mishra — Bhubaneswar
Tl 3 — sfameaR

o Ajaita Shah — Rajasthan
3ot g — AT

o Shilpi Soni — Sagar, Madhya Pradesh
fredt @t — aeR, AT e

Inspiring Stories Shared by Women
ATt garT arem i 7§ WongF Ferfadr

Vaishali Rameshbabu, a chess prodigy, became a Chess Grandmaster in 2023. She
encouraged young girls to follow their dreams despite hurdles.

derTelt TALETY, S Teh AT T §, 2023 # arader FsAreex welt| 3gier Jar orsfnat &
T3t F FTaE AT AT Y G FIA FT HEU T
Anita Devi from Bihar shared her journey as a self-reliant farmer-entrepreneur,

highlighting how her venture Madhopur Farmers Producer Company Ltd. has
empowered hundreds of women in her village.

e i srefiar &t & 3rel FaTaeE fRaTe-3eget & w7 # A A i 3R 9w fF
3o 3EH ATUIQR BT NSTAT F0=t fAfAes & 3o aifq A Awst Al w weFa
i

Elina Mishra and Shilpi Soni, both scientists, emphasized the importance of women
in nuclear and space technology, urging more women to take up careers in science.

e weltar B 3k Rredt Jiel & gy 3 srafer digafarhy 7 afgenat @
AR Y & Aged Y IATR fhaT 3 AR I 37 &7 H FRIT I 7 318 FFAT|

Dr. Anjlee Agarwal, a disability rights activist, called for a more inclusive India under
the Sugamya Bharat (Accessible India) initiative.

ST 3rSTelY 37araTer, ST faeheriar JTfReRT dr @@den §, & FIFT IR (Accessible India)
ggd & ded Ua f8s gaATady AR Fr adhrera |

Ajaita Shah, founder of Frontier Markets, spoke about financial empowerment and
rural entrepreneurship for women.

3rotar ang, S wiewR Arhew H draTTe §, W A3t & e guafFasor i amor
3EATAAT W 319 9= |rs fhu|
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PM Modi’s Response
geTAAAT AT i gfafear

o After their inspiring messages, PM Modi praised the women for their contributions,
stating:

" 3T aE & 7T 37 IATUROT Afgen3it F Romgras e 3@ ¥, Fregler sroeht
a3t 3 west Fr @ fFam”

g1 Afgensit F R & # sepear efw F1 ¢, AfFT v a1 T F—siRa Fr AR
e Y darpd |

e PM Modi emphasized that these women symbolize India's boundless potential and
determination.

FeTAHAT AT oF F8T fF T ARATT SR Y 31T gemaanasit 3 T TFeq &1 g+ &1

e He concluded by saying, "Today and every day, we celebrate their contributions in
shaping a Viksit Bharat."

3ele &el, " 3T 3R &R B, &7 AT 9Ra & AT # 3933 Aeree #7153 JAa1a &1

Allow women to commit one murder

without ‘:)Iunishment: Rohini Khadse

[Essay
The Hindu Bureau in India. estic violence, and other
MUMBAI Referring to the recent  heinous issues. Given the

On International Women’s
Day, the women’s wing of
the Nationalist Congress
Party (Sharad Pawar) on
Saturday urged President
Droupadi Murmu to allow
women to commit one
murder without any pun-
ishment in view of the
growing incidence of crime
against them.

Its president, Rohini
Khadse, wrote to President
Murmu saying women
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Rohini Khadse.

want to kill the oppressive
mentality, rapist mindset
and ignorant law and order

gang rape of a 12-year-old
girl in Mumbai, Ms. Khadse
said, “The incident hap-
pened two days ago in
Mumbai, think what the
situation might be across
the country. In the World
Population Review Survey,
India was ranked the most
unsafe country for women
in Asia concerning their sa-
fety. The survey includes
information on the abduc-
tion of women, the disap-
pearance of women, dom-

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

scenario, we demand on
behalf of all women to al-
low us immunity against
one murder.”

“Women are vulnerable
in our country, as violence

against them is increasing

with each passing day,” she
added, saying Maharani
Tara Rani and Ahilya Devi
Holkar picked up weapons
to protect their mother-
land, so to improve our so-
ciety, why should we stay
behind?
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Allow women to commit one murder without punishment:
Rohini Khadse

Afgenat F v g Fr ge § aw: ARl @@

Women's Wing of NCP (Sharad Pawar) Makes a Bold Demand
TAHT (3RE 9aR) Fr AfgAT amET o 1@ e l{E gE=daET

On International Women’s Day, the women’s wing of the Nationalist Congress
Party (Sharad Pawar) urged President Droupadi Murmu to allow women to commit
one murder without punishment, citing the rising crimes against women.

FHATAT Afger Raw w1, Tt (aRE var) F Afger arar F weeafa ghady 73] F AT Hir
T Afyenst Y va gewr F A ge @ F1v, FARF Afensit & RBems srorer a7 @

Rohini Khadse, the president of the women’s wing, wrote to President Murmu stating
that women want to kill oppressive mindsets, rapist mentalities, and the ignorant
law and order system in India.

e e T 3reeT Aol Ted 7 Togufar 7 1 97 fome er i Afene grasry
AT, TATHRY AT 3R A FTeTeT SATEAT FY Wed FIAT Argelt §

Reference to Mumbai Gang Rape Case

Hag AT ATHS FT gaTen

Ms. Khadse referred to the gang rape of a 12-year-old girl in Mumbai, saying, "The
incident happened two days ago in Mumbai. Imagine the situation across the
country."

g o Ha§ H 12 qffa a5y & HRT 1 garer & gV Fel, " I§ g Has H A e wwd
&S, fare QX &er &Y Feufa «=ar gt

Bhe cited the World Population Review Survey, which ranked India as the most
unsafe country for women in Asia in terms of safety, covering kidnappings,
disappearances, domestic violence, and other heinous crimes.

3egiet ges grgererst Reg & &1 garar R, forwet e & oflran 7 afyensit & oo aed
YA S TATAT 31T &1 FHH ITEIOT, ARFATIHT T aIra gYer, e 31K 3o amsfix
Y} Y AAFRY enfAer ¥

"Given this scenario, we demand on behalf of all women to allow us immunity
against one murder," she stated.

"gq U 1 a@d gu, & Th Afgensit Hr 3 F 7T FI § B g v g FE Hr ge
QY sme,” 3egie Fel

Women Are Vulnerable, Says Khadse

AT 3R §, Ws® F1 94T
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e Ms. Khadse emphasized that violence against women is increasing daily and that
women need self-defense measures.

HGSY o SN ST el & ARt & Rare T Rer-a-fae 98 W@ ¥ 3 328 sreman &
39TEY Y T B
e Sheinvoked historical figures like Maharani Tara Rani and Ahilya Devi Holkar, who

picked up weapons to protect their homeland, stating, "To improve our society, why
should we stay behind?"

“*Iglel AGRTAT aRT T 3 3rfgear 3t gremy St Ui gfeaat &1 3o fomar,
foregiet 31t ATGafH T 8T & e 3R 3o1T | 31 FeT, |t F gURa & fa,

Conclusion

sy

e Ms. Khadse's statement is seen as symbolic, reflecting frustration over increasing
crimes against women and the ineffectiveness of the justice system.

WS T 4T TdlFhIcAS TF 3 QT AT 76T &, A ARt & Bere dea srwret ik =
JoTTell Y fAwerar & geutar 81

e The demand has sparked debates on women's safety, law enforcement, and
justice delivery in India.

S AT F AT YI&T, Fefe cqawT 3R =4 yorrelt R agw@ 33 A T
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Mohun Bagan celebrates
League Shield victory in style

PCs |

The win over Goa helps the Kolkata giant set three records; an own goal by Boris and

a strike by Stewart in injury time prove to be the difference on the night

ISL

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

ohun Bagan Sup-
M er Giant celebrat-
ed its ISL League

Shield triumph with a 2-0
win over FC Goa in its final
league outing at the Salt
Lake Stadium here on Sa-
turday.

The result helped Mo-
hun Bagan tally a record 56
points from 24 matches in
the history of the tourna-
ment.

Goa remained in second
spot with 48 points from 24
games.

Mohun Bagan secured
the lead off Goa defender
Boris Singh’s own goal in
the 62nd minute before its
Scottish playmaker Greg
Stewart doubled the lead
in added time.

Milestones galore

In this process Mohun Ba-
gan created two more mil-
estones in the competition
— registering the most
number of wins (17) and an
unbeaten run at home with

L
A

Fif N

11 wins and a draw.

Goa started well and
showed greater urgency in
the opening half.

It created multiple scor-
ing opportunities, but its
attackers kept missing
from close.

Mohun Bagan found the
net in the added time of
the first half, but Manvir
Singh’s goal was disallowed

Al SLF
)

/

5 o l.‘,I’I x“./ t ;
21! AG'iE 'VINI'ERS

El: LZAGUL 2024-25

> 4

o

as the referee hauled up
his teammate Dimitri Pe-
tratos for infringement.

Miscommunication
Mohun Bagan did not have
to wait for long as a mis-
communication in the Goa
defence saw Boris heading
a clearance into his own
goal.

Mohun Bagan effective-

Joy unbound: Mohun Bagan players celebrate with the League Shield. DEBASISH BHADURI

ly sealed its defence to see
off the Goa attacks and se
cured the win when Ste
wart finished off a counter:
attack in the fourth minute
of added time.

The result: Mohun Bagan SG 2
(Boris Singh 62-o0g, Greg Stewart
90+4) bt FC Goa 0.

Sunday’s match:

At Chennai: Chennaiyin vs.
Jamshedpur.

Mohun Bagan
celebrates League
Shield victory in
style

:ﬂg?rammﬁshvr
effes S &1 e
YHUTH & HATIT

Mohun Bagan Super
Giant celebrated its
ISL League Shield
triumph with a 2-0 win
over FC Goa in its
final league outing at
the Salt Lake Stadium
on Saturday.

o mg?ramr;rgqt
SATET A YA HTSTHTSA
oot effes f@ae #t
THHY Mar 9 2-0 Y

S & AT AfAGR HT Alee odd L RIAA & 3ua fAF7 Mer Ao

STR6T HTITI

The result helped Mohun Bagan tally a record 56 points from 24 matches in the
history of the tournament.

o FH S § Agel AN o geAreie & sfagra & 24 #at 7 56 3HH! H1 RAIS T2
Goaremained in second spot with 48 points from 24 games.
o WEHH AaT 24 HA<Y # 48 3T F Y TAY AT W 7|

Boris Singh’s own goal in the 62nd minute gave Mohun Bagan the lead, before
Scottish playmaker Greg Stewart doubled the score in injury time.

o 62émﬁm%$mmﬁmgﬂwaﬁmﬁrﬁr,mm
THITERA CAAFT 91 T A S8 TBH H TR FH1 QAT 3 o]
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Milestones galore

Jed@d g 3Udteudr

e Mohun Bagan created two more records:
o Most wins (17) in a single season.
o Unbeaten home run with 11 wins and 1 draw.

o HIge AT & &Y IR RAiS Fare:
v T W #H g ST S (17)|1
W Hee W I @ F1 RS (11 e 3R 1 30
o Goa started well and created multiple scoring opportunities but failed to convert.
o UHH! NGT F ST YT Y 3N F3 el FIA & Al To1C, Ao 3¢ e H
oAThIH TgGT|

e Manvir Singh’s goal was disallowed in the first-half injury time due to Dimitri
Petratos’ infringement.

o g BT ¥ So[dt <I3A H HerdR AT F1 ey Tgg Y e ara iifeh ferferd e
CaRT BI3e fomaT aram 4Tl

Miscommunication led to Goa’s own goal

IATHEHT & HIOT INGT T TcHETAT 3Tl

e A defensive miscommunication in Goa’s defence led to Boris Singh’s own goal.

o IMNET Y &I 9P # Tadhed) & HRUT ST AT 7 AT e |

e Mohun Bagan sealed its defence, thwarting Goa’s attacks and securing the win with
Stewart’s goal in added time.

o  RYge ST & 379=HY T&TT Y T FohaT, TN & HTshaAvl T fawher foham AR g1t
A & TG & M F A1Y AT gy |

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Jamia violence left an indelible impact on me, says
Payal Kapadia

SITAAT T @ 3T 9 6 TG BIST, I FHUMSAT 7 gl
2. Gagan Gill, Easterine Kire among 23 who received
Sahitya Akademi Award

aaret farer, $¥erge fY wfea 23 Y wifeer et EaR
e
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Jamia violence left an indelible impact on me, says Payal

Kapadia

SITAAT fET & F{3T IR 6 TG BIST, ITAS FUISAT 7 FgT

Noted filmmaker Payal Kapadia stated that the 2020 Jamia Millia

Jamia violence left an indelible
impact on me, says Payal Kapadia

Ashna Butani l cs

NEW DELHI

Noted filmmaker Payal Ka-
padia on Saturday said the
violence on the Jamia Mil-
lia Islamia campus in 2020
against the backdrop of an-
ti-CAA protests left an in-
delible impact on her,
which she tried to portray
in the feature film A Night
of Knowing Nothing.
“When we saw the Jamia
footage, we felt this over-
whelming emotion. We
tried to frame the film
through that emotion,” said
the 38-year-old director.
The award-winning 2021
film about students’ prot-
ests at Indian university
campuses was screened on
Saturday at the India Inter-
national Centre (IIC) as

F|lmmaker Payal Kapadla s A
Night of Knowing Nothing’ was
screened at IIC. FILE PHOTO

part of the Asian Women’s
Film Festival. It was select-
ed for the Directors’ Fort-
night section at the 2021
Cannes Film Festival.

“The people of Delhi
would be familiar with
what’s shown in the film.
Sorry for reminding you...

but it’s good not to forget,”
said Ms. Kapadia

She added that her
films, which often blend
fact with fiction, are a form
of negotiation between “in
terpersonal relationships
and the larger politics of
our country”.

In 2015, Ms. Kapadia led
a student protest at the
Film and Television Insti-
tute of India in Pune
against actor-turned-politi-
cian Gajendra Chauhan,
who had been appointed
as the institute’s chairman.
The students called the ap-
pointment “politically mo-
tivated.” The 139-day prot-
est led to Ms. Kapadia and
34 other students being
booked on several charges,
including unlawful as-
sembly and rioting.

Islamia violence during
the anti-CAA protests
had a deep impact on
her, which she tried to
depictin her film A Night
of Knowing Nothing.

yfage e faatar arrer
FUISAT o gl fF 2020 A

- ARTREAT HAMET FlefeT

(CAA) fareft yeeiat &
ghrer snfarar Ao
swrﬁm#géi%’mmﬁ
9T I 9T 93T, o
3eglat 39el fhew T ATSe
TP dAtger AT 7 gt
T Ffrer Hri

o Kapadia, 38, said that when she saw the Jamia footage, it evoked overwhelming
emotions, which shaped the film’s narrative.

38 a¥fta FAIAT A gt o ST 3egier STfear i Feor 3@, at 97 g AaarcHS a1, 3R
ST ATGAT oh TR R fhed T13 75|

Screening and Recognition

Fhifarer 3 AT
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e The film was screened at the India International Centre (lIC) on Saturday as part of
the Asian Women’s Film Festival.

frea 1 aferar # ST Seweiea deX (1IC) # il go=w frew $ieaa & fe &
O H g fomar arm|

e It was selected for the Directors’ Fortnight section at the 2021 Cannes Film
Festival.

e 1 2021 & FeH e Fiead & "sYTFH PIEATSS" AT F T 77 T

o Kapadia said, “The people of Delhi would be familiar with what’s shown in the film.
Sorry for reminding you... but it’s good not to forget.”

FII3AT & FgT, " eall F AT 37 ver & fe@mw 71w gt @ yRfAT &t s HY 6
HIIH! AT oA AT T il i sgere oy 7y 7t 31

Filmmaking Style and Political Themes

frer AT g 3itt Teeifas v

o Kapadia’s films often blend fact with fiction and explore interpersonal relationships
within the larger political landscape of India.

FHUTTSAT T Thed HFAT a2aY 3 Feaar I AT gadT & 3R cafaraera gaut 3iv
R Y AT9F Tteiifas ufa AT g1

Past Activism and FTII Protest

qd |fkgar 3 FTI e geeier

e In 2015, Kapadia led a student protest at the Film and Television Institute of India
(FTII), Pune, against the appointment of actor-turned-politician Gajendra Chauhan as
chairman.

2015 &, FUIRAT A g0t & fhewr vz Tehfaerer swdicge 3w sf3am (FTI) & sfd@ar & aar
T ol aleTer Y 3reweT F ¥ A FgfFa F R@enw o1 snates #1 Aqea

e The students called the appointment politically motivated, leading to a 139-day
protest.

Bl 7 58 fAgfaa #1 " verefas w7 & wRa qar, fSed 139 et aw R ek
Tl

e As aresult, Kapadia and 34 other students were booked on multiple charges,
including unlawful assembly and rioting.
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Gagan Gill, Easterine Kire
among 23 who received
Sahitya Akademi Award

IPCS

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Hindi poet Gagan Gill and
Naga author Easterine
Kire, who writes in En-
glish, are among 23 reci-
pients of the prestigious
Sahitya Akademi Award for
2024, honoured at a cere-
mony on Saturday during
the ongoing “Sahityotsav:
Festival of Letters”.

The annual awards, re-
cognising works in various
categories such as novels,
short stories, poetry, es-
says, and plays, were an-
nounced in December. Mr.
Gill received the award for
his poetry collection Main
Jab Tak Aai Bahar, and Ms.
Kire for her novel Spirit
Nights.

The diverse awardees
include Sohan Koul for his
Kashmiri novel Psychiatric

Gagan Gill, Easterine Kire among 23 who received Sahitya

Easterine Kire

Ward, and Paul Kaur for
her Punjabi poetry book
Sun Gunvanta Sun Budhi-
vanta: Itihaasnama Pun-
jab. The recipients include
K. Jayakumar (Malayalam),
Haobam Satyabati Devi
(Manipuri), Dileep Jhaveri
(Gujarati), Sameer Tanti
(Assamese), Mukut Maniraj
(Rajasthani), and Dipak Ku-
mar Sharma (Sanskrit).
Aron Raja Basomatary

Akademi Award
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received the award for his
Bodo novel Swrni Thakhai.

In the short stories sec-
tion, Yuva Baral received
the award for Chhichimira
(Nepali) and Hundraj Bal-
wani for Purzo (Sindhi).

Each awardee received
a plaque, a shawl, and 1
lakh.

Celebrating diversity
Speaking at the event, not-
ed playwright Mahesh Dat-
tani said that Indians, espe-
cially writers,
acknowledged and cele-
brated their diversity, as a
singular identity was not
enough to define them.

Mr. Dattani called for
support and promotion of
Indian languages and liter-
ature lest they get “homo-
genised or marginalised in
an increasingly capitalised
world”.
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Hindi poet Gagan Gill and Naga author Easterine Kire (who writes in
English) were among the 23 recipients of the Sahitya Akademi Award

2024.
R F a1erer Frer 31 AN AfWFT STz 7Y (Y 3N # o @)

FIfeeT IFIEHT [WERR 2024 & 23 At & anfae @

e The awards were presented during the "Sahityotsav: Festival of Letters" on
Saturday.

Ig QER AfAaR &) " wifgcaicaa: $Reae e ded & R veret fhu arv

Award-Winning Works
e Gagan Gill received the award for his poetry collection "Main Jab Tak Aai Bahar".
e e 1 3o e warE " H 919 7% IS IR F A e A
o Easterine Kire was honored for her novel "Spirit Nights".

TR fFY I 3% 3u=arw " FPaRe agew & fow gerafaa o )

Other Notable Awardees
I 9H7E fastar
e Sohan Koul — Kashmiri novel "Psychiatric Ward"
g Hie — FHN 3T "FsFafes as”

e Paul Kaur — Punjabi poetry book "Sun Gunvanta Sun Budhivanta: Itihaasnama
Punjab"
gier HR — gITel Haar G418 "G AOEAT GoT qafaadr. TAgTHATAT g

e Other recipients include:

o K. Jayakumar (Malayalam)
&. STAFAR (AeIITH)
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o Haobam Satyabati Devi (Manipuri)
g Fegadt adr (wforgd)

o Dileep Jhaveri (Gujarati)
ferefia rmadt (agerre)

o Sameer Tanti (Assamese)
FHR Y (3rafam)

o Mukut Maniraj (Rajasthani)
AP AR (Tereyr=)

o Dipak Kumar Sharma (Sanskrit)
A FAR AAT (FFF)

Aron Raja Basomatary received the award for his Bodo novel "Swrni Thakhai".

TN AT FPATRY T &2 ITI "0t grars” F faw [wen e
In short stories:

o Yuva Baral won for "Chhichimira" (Nepali).
a1 a1 R (Aurell) & fow wwafaa & aram
o Hundraj Balwani won for "Purzo" (Sindhi).

gaTor areraret & "Rt (i) ¥ fow Qresr e

Award Ceremony and Recognition

QERR TARIE 3R AT

Each awardee received a plaque, a shawl, and %1 lakh.

Tcdeh TaSIclT ol T YEfewT, T 2ifer 3R T1 o T [WEHR R e Hr S|

Noted playwright Mahesh Dattani spoke at the event, emphasizing that Indians
celebrate their linguistic and cultural diversity.

YRS ATCHFFR AU GeATell o1 FHIAHH 3 gl o HRAT 3r9eit 7T 3R wiegpfas
fafrerar &t sreat 7ema )

He warned that Indian languages and literature need more support to prevent
marginalization in a capitalist world.

3ogiel gl for AR T3t 3 wrfeeT &) 3rftrs e & 3maegwar § aife 3¢
yettardr gfaar & g1l ox Ser & q=mar 5 7 |
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